






The final need was to create advocacy partners with
potentials including the Sand County Foundation, the Nature
Co1:serv�ncy, th� DNR, the US Fi s h and Wildlife service, the
Univers ity of Wiscons in - Stevens Point and Madison th b • . . , e cran erry 
assoc1a�1on, the Stan Plis Club, the National Wild Turkey
Foundation, and the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation. 

_way1:e Ha�l, DNR wildlife biologist at Sandhill WDA and the
n�w wil�life biologis t at Black River Fall s were involved in thi s 

discussion. Problems discussed were deer hunters DNR f' 
control, etc. 
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Following the meeting, Rich King from the Necedah NWR gave 
the.group an auto tour of the prairie and savanna res toration
proJec�s on the refuge. About 4,000 acres now exist with a
po�ential to double that amount. Much of the habitat appeared
suitable for sharptails. 

The board elected officers for the coming year. Ed chose 
not t� run fo: President. Jim is the new president, Tom z., the
new Vice Presid�nt, and Paul, the new Secretary/Treasurer. The
next board meeting will be on Saturday, November 11 at a t 
undetermined site. 
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2000 SHARP-TAILED GROUSE PERMITS BY UNIT 

# 1st Choice Total # # 1st #2nd # 3rd # # 2nd Choice # 3rd Choice # 4th Choice 
Unit Apps. Permits Permits Permits Permits Losers Apps Apps Apps 

2 434 1,000 551 443 0 1 134 110 102 
8 229 100 100 0 0 91 142 143 74 
9 179 200 200 0 0 0 292 193 ,01 
10 246 250 250 0 0 2 94 75 102 
20 281 50 50 0 0 178 171 66 47 
30 185 so 50 0 0 117 208 50 53 

1,554 l,6.50 1,207 443 0 389 1,041 637 479 

EARLY WISCONSIN SHARPTAIL STUDIE.5 

By Jim Hale 

Among the important. sources of information on sharptail and pra1r1e chicken status

in pre-1900 Wisconsin are two publications, the first being "Birds of Wisconsin," by 

Ludwig Kumlien and Ned Hollister, published in 1903 and reprinted by the Wisconsin Society

for Ornithology in 1951. The second is A.W. Schorger's 1944 report in the Transactions of

the Wisconsin Academy of Sciences, Arts & Letters, "The Prairie Chicken and Sharp-tailed 

Grouse in Early Wisconsin," in which he chronicled every mention of grouse appearing in 

all pre�l900 Wisconsin newspapers, �nd published descriptions of early Wisconsin travelers.

Casual identifications in early accounts make it difficult to tell whether

sharptails or prairie chickens were observed. References to prairie grouse, prairie hen

and pinnated grouse often included both species. Even more obviouse names such as sqware

tail and yellowlegs for chickens, and bur-oak grouse and pintail for sharptails at times

became mixed with each other. 

Sharptails apparently were actually or potentially found in all of Wisconsin and

·northern Illinois until the 1860s. They were called "abundant" in southern Wisconsin in

1840 by Kumlien & Hollister. However, as settlement increased, sharptails disappeared

from the southern counties and drifted northward. By 1870 they were nearly gone from the

southern quarter of the state.- Also in 1870, central Wisconsin counties held more

sharptails than prairie chickens. Sharptails were reported abundant at Lac du Flambeau in

1877. They were more common than chickens at Babock and Necedah in 1901 and in Oconto 

County in 1902. 

Both publications offered comments on the future of sharptails. Kumlien & Hollister

in 1903: • "At the present time it is found in any numbers only in isolated sections of the

central and northwestern part, and is probably doomed to speedy extinction in this state."

By 1944, Schorger took a different view: "The anticipated extinction of the sharp-tailed 

grouse has not been realized nor is it within the realm of probability. There is every 

reason to believe that under present land policies the species will continue to be 

plentiful. The replacement of the virgin coniferous forests with hardwoods, the growth of

brush on drained marshes, and withdrawal of marginal lands from cultivation have improved 

its habitat in many sections of the state. It is thoroughly capable of thriving in 

regions untouched by agriculture� In fact, it seems to be incapable of existing without a

certain amount of wild land." 

It might be that we are still not sure who is right.

(NOTE: This is the first in a series on past Wisconsin sharptail research.·

review of F.J.W. Schmidt's studies of sharptail food habits in the 1930s.)
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Next time: A



PLEASE CHECK THE DATE ON YOUR MAILING LABEL BELOW TO DETERMINE IF YOU 
ARE PAID UP (FOR EXAMPLE 01 00 MEANS YOU ARE PAID UP UNTIL JAN, 2000) 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEW AL 
(Annual Dues $10.00) 
Name: 

-----------

Address: 
----------

City: ____ State: __ _ 
Zip: ____ _ 
Phone: 

Enclosed: $ ____ dues 
(Regular - $10) (Supporting $25) 
(Contributing $50) (Sustaining $100) 

(Sponsor $200) 
Dues are fully tax-deductible 

. Thank you for your continued support, 
Board of Directors 

Volunteer Activities 
Board of Directors Address: ---

--- Newsletter Writing • 
Bird census work ---

--- Publicity 
Education ---

--- Fund Raising 

__ Four color cloth patch ($3.50 postage inc.) 
__ Deluxe corduroy dress cap ($14.00 postage inc.) 
__ WSGS logo window sticker ($1.50 postage inc.) 

Total amount enclosed 

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND RETURN THIS APPLICATION TO: Wisconsin 
Sharp-tailed Grouse Society, P.O. Box 1115, Cumberland, WI 54829 
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