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Volunteers Needed for Sharptaﬂ Survey

By Jim Evrard

The WSGS, in cooperation with the DNR, will again count displaying sharp-tailed grouse throughout Wis-
consin this spring. This will be the third statewide count.

Volunteers are needed to assist DNR biologists in censusing some of the managed properties and to count
the birds in areas not covered by the DNR. The census period is from early April to mid-May. The biologists will
_ provide maps of census areas and the forms and instructions for the survey. The WSGS agreed to recruit volunteers
and help in the survey where possible.

The DNR is the permanent repository for the survey data collected. The information will be used to deter-
mine the distribution and numbers of displaying sharptails. This information is needed each year to set the number
of hunting permits available in the fall.

Last year 14 WSGS members volunteered to census sharptails. I spent two mornings searchmg the Brule
River Barrens for sharptails. Members of other interested groups such as the Wisconsin Society for Ormithology,
will be also asked to volunteer for this effort.

If you enjoy roaming Wisconsin’s wild open landscapes in early spring mornings when the earth and its
creatures become alive after a long, cold and snowy winter, you will enjoy counting sharptails. You’ll also have
the satisfaction of knowing that you personally have contributed to learning more about this unique bird. I also
plan to sample some of the other outdoor activities available in Wisconsin in the spring since sharptails are counted
in the early morning hours, leaving the rest of the day for fishing or other activities.

Volunteers for this worthy effort should contact me:
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Jim Evrard
630 N. Pine St.
Grantsburg, WI 54840
(715)463-2446
“evrardsc(@grantsburgtelcom.net”
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) President’s Corner:

By Jim Evrard

I'm afraid I have more bad news about Wisconsin sharptails. In the last newsletter, I told about the im-

pact of Chronic Wasting Disease on the opferaﬁons budgets (a 50 percent reduction) for sharptail manage- _

budget mess is straightened out. h

I recently learned that three positions at Crex Meadows were vacated because of retirements and a pro-
motion and they might not be filled until the budget is passed and who knows when that will be. That
means that there is now only one permanent technician working at Crex! That is one technician to man-
age over 50,000 acres of state wildlife management properties! Even with the proposed license fee in-
creases, there will still be a deficit in the wildlife account and employee positions will be eliminated.. Gov-

ernor Doyle is calling for a reduction of 1,800 state workers and State Representative Mark Pettis has in-

troduced a bill calling for the permanent elimination of vacant positions!
In my 30+ years of wildlife management in the state, I have never seen the situation look so grim. If we
are going to save our wildlife programs in Wisconsin, the sportsmen are going to have to rise up and tell
the politicians what we feel is important to our way of life. This current frenzy of slashing
, and cutting under the promise of no new taxes is crazy. You only have to read the pa-
= pers, watch television or listen to the radio to see the howling starting now that the aver-
= age citizen is finding out what these cuts in government will mean to them personally.
To help out DNR budgets somewhat, the WSGS has paid the Crex Meadows staff
-a modest fee for computer help in putting together our newsletter and other adminis-
/  trative assistance. Normally, the DNR would provide that assistance free to partnering
groups, but every dollar is now important. :
I'hope to see many of you at our annual meeting. It promises to be a good meeting
in a great location. Those of you who haven’t had the opportunity to visit the Pershing
Wildlife Area will be able to roam about the area, looking for the elusive dancing sharptails.

2003 PRAIRIE GROUSE TECHNICAL COUNCIL MEETING

Put September 30 through October 2 on your calendars and plan to attend the Prairie Grouse
Technical Council Meeting in Siren in Burnett County. The every-other-year meeting is designed for
those persons interested in prairie grouse (prairie chickens, sharp-tailed grouse, and sage grouse) in
North America. Federal and state biologists, academic researchers and teachers, and interested lay per-
sons usually attend the gathering. :

The three-day meeting this year will focus on sharp-tailed grouse in Wisconsin’s Northwest Pine
Barrens. The meeting will take place at The Lodge resort hotel in Siren and will feature a tour of the
Northwest Pine Barrens. The all-day bus trip will visit the Moquah Barrens, the Douglas County Wild-
life Area, the Namekagon Barrens, and Crex Meadows in Burnett County. ‘

" The WSGS will cosponsor the event. A registration fee of
$125 covers the costs of registration materials and gift, a recep-
tion, three lunches, a voyageur dinner, a banquet dinner, a tail-
gate dinner, refreshments, and the day-long bus tour. There will
never be a better opportunity to learn about the Northwest Bar-
rens and its sharptails.

For more information and to register, contact Jim Evrard,
2003 PGTC Treasurer, 630 N. Pine St., Grantsburg, WI 54840.
Jim can be reached by phone (715-463-2446) or by email
(evrardsc@grantsburgtelcom.net).

CHECK YOUR MAILING LABEL

Check your mailing label for the expiration date. If
your membership has expired (anything dated 2002
and earlier), please renew. Membership funds are
important to carry out our programs benefiting Wis-
consin’s sharp-tailed grouse so renew your member-
ship today.

| ANNUAL MEETING OF THE WISCONSIN SHARP-TAILED GROUSE SOCIETY

i i " \pri t the Paradise
The WSGS will hold its 2003 annual meeting on Saturfiay and Sunday, April 26 and 27 a ;
Shores Resort Hotel on Lake Holcombe. Lake Holcombe is located north of Comfe]l on Highway 27 gsee en-
closed brochure). You and your spouse, partner, sons, daughters, and friends are invited to our meeting. Put
these dates on your calendar. . ' ' ]
Paradise Shores is where the WSGS was organized in 1990. Our meeting there this year will be a return to
r birthplace. s
m’lIl‘ile bus?iness meeting will begin at 1 p.m. on Saturday, April 26 in Cor.xfel.:ence Room 412 of the resort hotel.
After our business meeting we will enjoy a program featuring sharptails in our state and other related sub-
jects. . ]
! Following the program, we will have a social hour and dinner in Conference Room 411. ) )
A continental breakfast will be available in Conference Room 411at4 a.m. on Sunday morning, April 27. A
breakfast coupon, given to each room holder, will be used to partially pay for the meal. Follow.mg. brealdas.t,
we will depart the hotel to census sharp-tailed grouse in and around the nearby Pershing Wildlife Area in |
western Taylor County. . ) o~ .
Census tgams WEIn be assigned to specific areas to count male sharptails on their dancing grougds in the
early morning hours. Following the census, we will again meet in Conferencq.Room 411 at P.aradlse Shores
for a census debriefing and an early lunch begigning at 10:00 am. The meeting ends following a soup and
sandwich buffet lunch. ‘ _ . - -
Registration Deadline is April 18, 2002. The registration fee of $10 per person mclu_des r.efres ents,
‘breakfast subsidy, and conference room rentals. Payment must be made prior to the registration deadline.
Lunch and dinner costs will be the responsibility of those attending the meeting, . ’
A block of rooms has been reserved in the Paradise Shores Resort Hptel at a cost of $55 per room for single
or double occupancy. Please make your own room reservation by ca]lmg toll free 1-800-657-6476.
For more information, contact Jim Evrard (715)463-2446

(cut on dotted line and return with fees)

REGISTRATION - 2002 WSGS ANNUAL MEETING -

Name: ] :
Address:___ City: _ 7
State: Zip:___ Daytime Phone:(_)_-

I plan to survey sharptails Sunday morning ) )
Make check/money order ($10/person) payable to: Wisconsin
” Sharp-tailed Grouse Society
Send form and payment to: Jim Evrard, WSGS

630 N. Pine St. )
Grantsburg, WI 54840



A VOICE FROM THE PAST AND A MES-
SAGE FOR THE FUTURE
By Jim Evrard

The following article was written by Dick Vogl, a
retired college professor living in
California but having Wisconsin
roots. His graduate research was in
prescribed burning and he recently
sent this article for our newsletter.
... There is no argument about the

¥
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22 all decline of burning in Wisconsin.

76 - But in defense of our sharptail man-

‘ﬂ agers, more burning is prevented by

P " budget, personnel, and bureaucratic

constraints, not desire. And there are exam-

ples of present prescribed burning efforts increas-

ing sharptail numbers in Wisconsin. An example

is Crex Meadows where sharptails have steadily
increased during the past 30 years.

THE MISSING INGREDIENT IN SHARP-
/TAIL MANAGEMENT
Richard J. Vogl
Professor Emeritus
California State University, Los Angeles

Wisconsin sharp-tailed grouse, and to a lesser
extent, prairie chickens, resided in pine barrens,
‘pine savannas, oak savannas, brush prairie savan-
nas, bracken grasslands, muskeg bogs, pioneer
farmsteads, old fields of abandoned farms, and
frost pockets in central and northern Wisconsin.
Except for agricultural areas, all of these vegeta-

ton types are fire-dependent ecosystems (Vogl '

1980). As sharptail numbers declined and local
grouse populations disappeared, wildlife managers
focused their attention on the encroaching and
. closing forests. On some of the wildlife manage-
ment areas bulldozing and fire were used as tools
to reduce and eliminate woody plant invasions and
reopen the grasslands. Early successful examples
of using fire to set. back encroaching forest were
Wallace B. Grange’s Sandhill Game Farm, the
Douglas County (Solon Springs) grouse grounds,
and Crex Meadows Wildlife Area. .
Starting in 1958, I began to evaluate the effects
that these prescnbed burns and a variety of wild-
fires had on 'vegetation as part of a Ph.D research
project with Dr. John T. Curtis at the University of
Wisconsin (Vogl 1961). Over the next three years,
I became familiar with the game management
burns of Norman Stone, Burton L. Dahlberg, and
Wallace B. Grange. At that time, Norm Stone was
burning closed forests at Crex Meadows, then

burning the converted grasslands on an annual

basis.

Today, Wisconsin’s sharp-tailed grouse are still

declining. Adverse weather conditions are often
considered responsible for declines in grouse
numbers in any given year. I, however,

need for fire and the apparent over-

believe that the most important reason for the current
overall decline in Wisconsin sharptails is the deca-
dent and impoverished nature of these grassland

habitats because of the lack of frequent controlled

burns. Most wildlife managers understand that fire is
necessary to impede the encroachment of woody
vegetation, but fail to recognize the necessity of re-
peated fires to maintain healthy grassland habitats.

Grasslands need fires (Vogl 1974). The role of

fires in grasslands is well documented. Northern
grasslands respond to fire in similar ways, with few
exceptions. Grasslands occurring in climatic areas
capable of supporting forest vegetation need fire
more often to check the inevitable invasion of woody
plants.

More importantly, herbaceous plants that com-
prise grasslands cannot live in their own wastes and’

fire removes and recycles these wastes, thereby free-
ing up new plant growth. The removal of litter also
allows for the freer movement of prairie grouse with
better access to fruits, seeds, and insects. The pres-
ence of accumulated plant litter is particularly restric-
tive to the movement of prairie grouse chicks when
the hen takes them foraging. The litter also makes
food more difficult to find. ,

Fire in grasslands stimulates new plant growth that
is the most nutritious (post-burn sites are the green-
est-green and new sprouts are tender and succulent),

and increases flower, fruit, and seed production (Vogl

1974). On the impoverished sandy soils commonly
found in northern Wisconsin grasslands, many herba-
ceous plants do not flower if there has not been a fire
in the past three years. No flowers mean no seeds,
and no seeds means less sharptail and prairie chicken

foods. Fire creates a pulse of plant growth, a pulse

that passes through the ecosystem and enhances
sharptail survivorship and stimulates sharptail fecun-
dity (Vogl 1980). Fresh burns have more insects
available for sharptail consumption. Burned grass-
lands also provide sharptail food over an entire grow-
ing season, because there is a summer-long progres-
sion of new growth of various plants and associated
insects. Unburned grasslands have only one burst of
growth in the spring and then settle down to slower
growth throughout the summer.

I have repeatedly observed-that the new growth on
fresh burns produces more dew dyring the growing
season than unburned grasslands.” Dew, along with
the increased fruit production on burns such as
strawberries, blueberries, dewberries, and the more
succulent nature of all plants are essential sources of
moisture/water for prairie grouse (Hamerstrom and
Hamerstrom 1968). Some plant
species produce few or no berries
until after a fire. Grouse chicks
grow faster and are healthier on
fresh burns. The extra-heavy dew
that persists later in the day on
burned sites may be a critical fac-
tor in chick survival in these other-
wise parched landscapes.

Burned grasslands also provide ideal sharptail

nesting sites and are the best escape cover. Wild--

life managers who have used fire extensively such
as Norm Stone, Wallace Grange, Herbert L.
Stoddard, Harold Weaver, Harold Biswell, Roy
Komerek, Forest E. Kellogg, Carl W. Wlofe, Clen-
ton Owensby, Henry Wright, Harry Kallander, and
Leo Kirsch have told me that they have often ob-
served less predation of ground-nesting birds by
mammalian predators on fresh burns.

Most of the present sites containing sharptails
and prairie chickens in Wisconsin are located on
the sandy bottoms and old dune ridges of glacial
lake beds, or occur on outwashed sand plains. As
a result, these sites supported few or no trees or
possessed a scattered or clustered tree growth. As
Wisconsin’s cutover forests began to regrow and
close in, and pioneer farms were abandoned, these
grassland birds found a last refuge in these persis-
tent grassland openings. These are usually areas
of nutrient poor or infertile soils with low water-
retaining capacities.

After studying brush prairie savannas in north-
western Wisconsin (Vogl 1964a), bracken grass-
lands in northeastern Wisconsin (Vogl 1964b), and
pine barrens across the state (Vogl 1970), and bar-
rens in Florida, New Jersey (Vogl 1982), California

(Vogl 1973, Vogl et al. 1977), Oregon, and Nova

Scotia, it became apparent to me that the nutrient
load is not in the soil, but the fertility of Wis-
consin barrens and northern grasslands is
in the vegetation, in the standmg crop. Bar-
rens are characterized by xeric conditions and very
slow decomposition rates. Wallace Grange told
me that if the grassland crunches underfoot, the
area is overdo for a burn. As a result, fire is ab-
solutely essential in the recycling of nutri-
ents and the maintenance (continued survival)
of the vegetation. Without fire, these vegetation
types quickly stagnate or decline. Each year that
an area is without fire, more of the nutrient load is
located in the dead, accumulating plant litter
where it is of little use to sharptails. Frequent
fires, a minimum of once every three years, are
needed for renewal. Frequent fire is the miss-
ing ingredient! Sharptaﬂs'in the Dakotas, for

example, still thrive in grasslands that are infre-

quently burned, because the soils there are gener-
ally richer.

The best time to burn, to facﬂltate maximum
recycling of nutrients, is in the spring of the

year and the ideal fire frequency is once

every three years or less. Frequent fire is a
simple solution but a difficult management man-
date. It means a commitment to burn, burn, and
reburn. The job is never done! The only consola-
tion is that the more you burn, the easier it gets.
Burn plans must be made so that the annual pre-
scription is executed on all the areas needing fire
even if the burn “window” is narrow in a given

year. Agencies such as fire control, air quality, law

enforcement, highway departments, counties, In-
dian tribes and neighbors need to be educated so

5

they understand the land management objectives and
are cooperative.

The present over-kill planning, elaborate coordina-
tion of agencies, mobilization of excessive equipment
and general red tape must be reduced of the neces-
sary burning will never be completed. To succeed it
takes dedicated land managers who recognize that
burning is not only an effective management tool, but
is also an ecological process (Mutch 1970) and an es-
sential component of sharptail and prairie chicken
ecosystems.

Many of the ideas that I presented were understood
by early fire ecologists and wildlife managers. Al-
though additional study, data, and research are al-
ways welcome, they are not necessary to embark on
an ecologically solid management strategy. The burn-
ing that has been done (I have returned to Wisconsin
every year until 1994), and is scheduled to be done in
Wisconsin Sharptail habitats is grossly insufficient.
Just because as area has some sharptails and is still
open in nature does not mean it is healthy. We don’t
have control of weather and climatic condltlons, but
we can enhance habitats. If frequent burn regimes
are not put into effect now, Wisconsin sharptails will
soon be gone. Fire is a holistic treatment and
using fire is working with nature by returning an es-
sential component to these ecosystems (Vogl 1979).
Hopefully someone will come along to carry the torch
and put it to northern Wisconsin’s decadent grass-
lands. The clock is ticking — the time to burn is run-
ning out! Am I the only advocate for burning that is
left? T last hunted sharptails with Wally Grange in
1960. If nothing changes, in just a few years, Wiscon-
sin will have its last hunt!
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PROGRESS ON THE HABITAT FRONT |

By Jim Evrard

=

In mid February, I made hurried calls to WSGS board members to obtain their approval for a
possible donation of WSGS funds for land acquisition in the Crex Meadows Wildlife Area. Paul
Kooiker has been negotiating for a key parcel of land on the edge of Crex that is currently occu-
pied by sharptails and contains a significant wetland. Paul asked if the WSGS would be interested |
in partnering with other groups like the Friends of Crex to provide the cash difference be- |,
tween the DNR appraisal of the land and the private appraisal of the landowner.

Paul was worried that if the price asked by the landowner couldn’t be met, the key parcel
would fall into the hands of a developer. The Board agreed to provide several thousand dollars for
the project, but at the last moment, the landowner resumed price negotiations with the DNR. We
may yet be asked for money for this project, but board members felt that this project would be a good ex-
penditure of our funds. . '

' In another area, I filled in for Ed Frank (who was basking in the Florida sun!) at the annual meeting of the Wis-
consin Bird Conservation Initiative held in Wausau in early February. The WSGS is a partner in this effort and Ed
represents us in several committees.

I must confess I didn’t represent Ed and our interests as well as I hoped, but was under the impression that Im-
portant Wisconsin Birding Areas would be nominated at the meeting. Ed, Tim Connolly, and I had developed a
list of areas supporting sharptails that I took to the meeting and planned to nominate. However, I learned that the
actual nominations would take place at a future meeting of the group. Areas named as important birding areas
could receive additional funding for management purposes and additional public support. :

One negative habitat note. I've heard the new forester in charge of the Black River State Forest may not be too
receptive to proposals for sharptail management in the state property. Dike 17 is part of the Black River State For-
est and plans to maintain or even expand that area may be in jeopardy. The DNR system of property management
plans are supposed to prevent a change in management direction when personnel are changed. I was hoping that
the younger foresters entering state service would have d broader outlook than some of their predecessors. The
era of the “board and cord” forester should be in the past. Public land managers today should be ecosystem man-
agers not commodity producers for extractive industries. ‘ _

Regardless, the WSGS will continue to watchdog the public agencies that manage our landscape. When we see
proposals that will negatively impact the sharp-tailed grouse in Wisconsin, we will respond.

ANNUALART RAFFLE

The WSGS will again offer a raffle of framed art prints of sharp-tailed grouse as a fund raiser. The first prize, as in
past years, will be a sold-out, limited edition print by the late Owen Gromme, considered the Dean of Wisconsin
wildlife artists. The beautiful colored print is titled, Sharptails on the Rise, and features sharptails flushing (flying)
in aspen parkland habitat. , . o o

The second prize will be a colorful limited edition print by artist Louis Raymer titled “Spring Dance at Crex”. The

scene is several sharptails dancing in a thinly-vegetated lek in the brush prairie of the Crex Meadows Wildlife Area.
* The final prize is a black and white print of a displaying male sharptail drawn by Karen Smith. Ms. Smith is a
long-time manager of the Longwood National Wildlife Refuge in northwestern North Dakota.
Ticket Prices — Raffle ticket are enclosed in this newsletter and are priced: 1 for $5, 3 tickets for $10, and/or
10 tickets for $20. Please buy them or and sell them to your friends and coworkers. Print the name of the ticket
purchaser on each side of the tickets sold. If you cannot attend the annual meeting, send the ticket stubs and
money to WSGS, Box 367, Grantsburg, WI 54840. Those who attend the annual meeting can bring their stubs and
money to the meeting. You need not be present to win. Write to the WSGS if you need more tickets.

BOARD NOMINATIONS

The terms of WSGS board members Bob Dreis and Paul Hayes expire this year. Bob indicated he
would stand for reelection to the board, but Paul declined, citing competing time demands. Nomina-
tions for the two positions were solicited in the last newsletter. Dave Biegel and Jim Wilson indicated
they would stand for election to the board. Biographies of the three candidates are listed below.

Dave Biegel lives in Marshall, Wisconsin about 15 miles east of Madison. He is married with
two grown children and a grandchild that lives with him. He and his wife have a summer home near
Gordon in the northwest part of the state. They love to travel throughout the world

V Dave has been a Program Director and Instructor at the Madison Area Technical College for 29
years. He is active in curriculum design and development and course reviews.' He also serves asa con-
sultant in a variety of educational areas. He is a credit union board chair and is a member of organiza-

tions related to his profession. ) ) ] )
Dave is an active outdoorsman and a member of the Wisconsin Sharp-tailed Grouse Society,

~ the North American Hunting Club, and the Bass Anglers Sportsman Society.

Bob Dreis lives in Spooner in northwest Wisconsin and has had a lifelong interest in sharp-
tails and sharptail habitat. Bob is a retired wildlife biologist and after a career with the Wisconsin DNR
spent some time working as a consulting biologist and for the Ruffed Grouse Society. He is a charter
member of WSGS and has been a board member since the early 1990s. - ]

Bob feels that the WSGS should concentrate its efforts in northwest Wisconsin where there is a
probability that sufficient sand-barrens and brush-prairie habitat can be maintained. He thi_nl(s our
goals should be to maintain a huntable population of sharp-tailed grouse in northwestern Wisconsin
and maintain and enlarge the rare and unique sand-barrens and brush-prairie habitat for the future.

J. B. Wilson, DVM is a life-long resident of northwest Wisconsin. He
was raised in St. Croix Falls and graduated from Michigan State University with a _
doctorate in veterinary science. He practiced in Milltown for 50 years, treating |
small and large animals until he retired.

Jim began hunting sharptails with his father in the Namakagon Barrens
which was known as Turner Flats at that time. Since then he has hunted sharp-
tails in four Canadian provinces and the U.S. Jim has been active in the Wiscon-
sin Bear Hunters Association. He had spent his winters in Florida but is now a
permanent Wisconsin resident and being a charter member of the WSGS, would
like to contribute in any way to our organization.

BALLOT - WSGS BOARD:

(vote for two members) Dave Biegel Jim Wilson _

Bob Dreis write-in

(mail to WSGS, Box 367, Grantsburg, 54840 or bring to annual meeting)




PLEASE CHECK THE DATE ON YOUR MAILING LABEL BELOW
TO DETERMINE IF YOU ARE PAID UP:

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL
‘ Would you like to volunteer for:

S

Name: ‘ Board of Directors
Street/PO Box - Bird Censusing
City: State: Newsletter ‘
Zip: , Annual Meeting
Phone: : Other:
Email:
Enclosed:
$____ Dues (Regular - $10, Supporting - $25, Contributing - $50,
$100 Sustaining, $200 Sponsor)

‘ : (Dues are fully tax—deductlble)
$ WSGS Logo Decal ($1.50)
$ Four-color Cloth Patch ($3.50) ‘ -
$ Deluxe Green Corduroy Cap with Logo ($14.00)

( (all prices include postage and handling)
Total Enclosed: $

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND RETURN THIS APPLICATION TO:
' Wisconsin Sharp-tailed Grouse Society, PO Box 367, Grantsburg, W1 54840
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Box 367 : = P )

Grantsburg, WI 54840 . qur\TSBUﬁJ Wi
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