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SHARPTAIL POPULATIONS STABLE

While down substantially from the cyclic
high of 1991, dancing male populations on
most managed properties are about the same
as the past several years. Good news from
Douglas County Wildlife Area and Moquah
Barrens which saw slight increases, albeit
at modest levels. As you may remember
from past newsletters, WSGS helped with
the research in the transplant of birds to
Moquah.

Pershing Wildlife Area is a different
story with a declining population.

Pershing has been experiencing increased
hunting pressure for the past few years.
Whether the decrease is related to
hunting, habitat loss, predation or
whatever is debatable, but to be on the
safe side the DNR is closing the area to
huntingtthistfialis

Hunters should remember to obtain and use
their mandatory sharptail report cards
this fall. The DNR is getting some
valuable information from the returns on
these cards.

Table 1. Sharptail Population Trends on Managed Lands

Property 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994
Crex Meadows W.A. 42 67 81 103 126 47 53 59
Douglas County W.A. 10+ 10+ 7 3 5 4 2 8
Kimberly-Clark W.A. 13 15 25 40 56 32 20 20
Moquah Barrens W.M.A. 2 2 - 3 6 9 6 7
Namekagon Barrens W.A. 15 15 15+ 33 37 25 16 25
Pershing W.A. 30 39 43 23 37 34 24 16
Riley Lake W.M.A. 25 30 20+ 20 25 8 5 7
Wood County W.A. 42 - 32 - 54 13 11 16
Dike Seventeen W.A. - - - = Suoddy s 10 b2 S
Totals 362 182 146 167



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

What's new in WSGS? Well, a number
of significant developments have
taken place this summer, most
significantly we now have a brochure
developed. Hats off to Wisconsin
Trails Magazine for donating their
expertise to develop a negative
(proof) of our brochure. Special
mention will go to Publisher Howard
Mead, as well as Director Kathie
Campbell, writer and WSGS board
member Tom Davis, Metro Chapter
President, Tom Jancoski, and member
David Uihlein who generously donated
$400.00 towards its development.
This project is a main cog in our
operation for the future.

Last week I signed up a new member,
John Brenholt, here in Eau Claire
who has seen sharptails in eastern
Eau Claire County on numerous
occasions in the last two years.

His accounts seemed highly reliable.
This would be really good news for
the bird as it would seem to
indicate they are "hanging on" in
some pretty marginal habitat. Maybe
with the combination of CRP, the
jackpine budworms, and more logging,
they might increase.

Lastly, we are having a committee
business meeting combined with a
sharptail hunt on Friday evening,
October l4th through Saturday
October 15th at Crex Meadows. We
have room for a few more members.

If you want to go call me at 715-
834-2627; my machine is on 24 hours.

Yours truly,

Tom Ziegeweild

P.S. Have a good hunt and outdoor
experience this fall! Smell

the roses, its later than you
think!

HARVEST MOON: A WISCONSIN
OUTDOOR ANTHOLOGY

The writing of good friend and board
member, Tom Davis, appears in a new
book by Lost River Press. The book,
Harvest Moon: A Wisconsin
Anthology, is a collection of 26
evocative stories and essays all by
Wisconsin authors.

Tom Davis’s contribution to the
book, "In Peshtigo Country", appears
with the work of other contemporary
writers George Vukelich, Justin
Isherwood, Dan Small, and Clay
Schoenfeld. 1In addition, the book
contains the work of some of
Wisconsin'’s finest outdoor writes of
yesteryear, including Aldo Leopold,
Gordon MacQuarrie, Dion Henderson,
and Mel Ellis.

HARVEST MOON: A Wisconsin Outdoor
Aotdnellepys . G = 9F
/hardcover/illustrated / 228 pages /
SOOI comSHo Si=MRIe ieRice SIS e PO
Box 1381, Woodruff, WI 54568 (800-
366-3091). '

Treasurer’s Report

Balance Brought Forward

3/3/94 $2060.41

ncome
Dues $ 780.00
Donations $ 183.00
Printing Donation $ 400.00
Cap Sales $ 92.00

Expenses
Caps $ 141.00
Postage $ 87.00
Newsletter printing $ 99.00
Brochure proof $ 500.00

Balance 9/24/94 $2688.41

AH, THOSE NAMEKAGON BARRENS
WHEN THE AREA REALLY PRODUCED GROUSE

Ken Wallin - A Citizen

Having lobbied the Burnett County
Board of Supervisors in negotiating
with the DNR for DNR management of a
portion of the famous Namekagon
Barrens to, among other things,
sustain a sharptailed grouse
population. I vividly recall how
good it was 57 years ago.

InSch e Eailsio MBI d rove S Erom
Milltown, Wisconsin to Ike Walton
Camp at Yellow Lake, north of
Webster, Wisconsin (now Ike Walton
Lodge) to join several others for a
sharptailed grouse hunt up at the
Namekagon Barrens. Having served as
a guide at Ike Walton during the
early thirties I had visited the
barrens area for hunting, trout
fishing at Dogtown Creek, and bass
fishing on the Namekagon River.

EiiveRofftuci Moy Carl, Henry,
Burnett, and I, (I remember the
first but not the last names of
these resort guides) with two
seasoned Labrador retrievers parked
our two cars at a lone pine tree in
an open area. We had driven up the
Namekagon Trail, crossed the river
on the Iron bridge, and traveled
north and east.

We were thrilled by the view of this
wild area, its bio-diversity, and
ease of foot travel. Henry, the
oldest of the group, suggested we
fan out in a row 200 to 300 yards
and travel slowly in a huge circle.

It was pleasantly cool, little
breeze, and fairly dry. Henry
insisted we proceed slowly and soon
reprimanded Joe, the youngest and
most eager, who walked too fast for
a while and birds got up behind him
where the dog was doing his job.

The labs worked back and forth
nicely. Sharptails were holding
quite well and some coveys were
flushed again after settling in our
direction of travel.

Regulation permitted starting
hunting at 7:00 a.m., and we had
finished our first big circle back
at the ears. After 3 fespite,
watering the dogs, and placing a
good harvest of grouse in the shade
under the cars, we set out on
another large circle.

Henry kept insisting that we not
shoot at birds out of range. He and
1L yieice . caleln Eeueeying 1, (0 Shldn
doubles, a fine gun for this work.

A phenomenon noticed was a bird with
a pellet hit in the head would fly a
last thrust straight up about 50
feet and fall. Evidence of grouse
dusting in the pocket gopher mounds
were sure signs of birds in the
area. In this circle we found more
small scrub oak brush and scattered
Jack Pine. The prairie grass and
sand was soft underfoot.

Concluding this circle back at the
cars about 11:30 a.m., we now had
our daily limit of Sharptails - I'm
quite sure it was five per hunter.
We were in a feeling of deep
satisfaction and appreciation. We
tied up the dogs, enjoyed a basket
of fried chicken and cold beer in a
tub of ice which Mose (Jens Vorm),
proprietor of Tke Walton Camp, had
prepared for us. We then drew the
birds, put grass in their cavities,
and left the entrails for the birds
of prey and wild animals.



Ken Wallin - continued

This was at a time when Mother
Nature with her magic wand managed
the area. Fires were prevalent.

But it has become a disappearing
habittat ) fire ‘controli; "tree
planting, minimal agriculture, brush
and tree growth.

We didn't really know or comprehend
back then that it was a complete
ecosystem driven by nature. Does
anyone really know the degree to
which hunting overkill or habitat
destructive forces have brought the
decline in numbers of sharptail
grouse or prairie chicken or ducks?
There are stories of hunters coming
to the Crex Meadows area at the turn
of the century and later, hiring a

farmer with a horse and small wagon
and harvesting fantastic numbers of
prairie chicken and sharptailed
grouse. We've also read about
shipments of thousands of
sharptailed grouse to the Twin City
market from Spooner. Managing the
habitat so as to maintain a wviable
population is the least we should do
whether we ever kill another
sharptailed grouse. Just to know
they are there may be our best
satisfaction. To restore the
population by habitat improvement
and S introducitiontof bixds’, ¥e et “and
to permit reasonable hunting would
be a greater reward.

MEMBERSHIP NEWS

In this newsletter you get two
opportunities to find out if you're
a paid up member. First, look at
your mailing label and there'’s your
membership date the same as always.
Then you can look at the membership
list where everyone can see if

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL
(1994 Annual Dues $10.00)
Volunteer Activities

Name :

Address:
Culigyz3
Zitp:
Phone:

State:

Enclosed: $ dues
S additional donation

you're paid up or not. We will need
to keep memberships up to date to
pay for a good sized printing run of
the brochure and to start any
habitat work. Thank you.
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ANNUAL MEETING - APRIL 15-16, 1994

Sandhill Outdoor Skills Center

About 20 members attended the 4th
annual meeting at Sandhill.
President Tom Ziegeweid opened the
meeting with introductions and a
short summary of accomplishments
over the last year. Election of
board members was held with Jim
Shurts and Bob Dreis each being
elected to a three year term.

SE Wisconsin Chapter Report - Tom
Jancoski

Tom reported on the possible upland
buffer expansion at the Horicon
National Wildlife Refuge. This is
meant mostly to be a watershed
protection measure to prevent
intensive agricultural runoff from
affecting the marsh, but there is
potential for restoring some oak
savanna/surrogate prairie. It
probably will not become a sharptail
site maybe chickens. We voted to
have Tom Jancoski draft and
circulate a letter to the board for
approval and corrections, to be sent
out under president'’s signature.

Brochure

Tom Davis told us that the new
brochure is just a few weeks away
from final draft. We spent a fair
amount of time brain storming who
the audience for this brochure would
be. because color is pricey we will
want to make sure we use them
wisely. Some people we thought of
were: sharptail viewers in
sharptail blinds; county boards in
selected counties, legislators
within the prairie restoration
curriculum package for teachers.
Prairie seed nurseries, cranberry
companies. We also discussed how

much we could afford to spend on
this since we were turned down by
two foundations. Tom will get
better information on costs and
circulate the draft prices to the
board shortly. We also talked about
other educational tools such as
pitde ol

Great Lakes Sharptail Association

We discussed the concept of joining
together with the Minnesota Sharp-
tailed Grouse Society and the
Michigan Sharp-tailed Grouse
Association to form some sort of
regional organization. There was a
feeling that a sharing of
communications through newsletter
exchange and a possible meeting of
presfdents would be worthwhile.
Most people were not real interested
at this time in co-mingling funds,
or going through the effort of
making a bigger organization. We
approved a motion backing the
concept of a general MOU. Tom
Ziegeweid will talk to Jim Shurts
about drafting such a document.

Central Wisconsin Issues

We discussed Quincy Bluff as a
potential "pet" project for the
WSGS, as well as other central
Wisconsin potential or present
sharptail areas. We decided that we
should send a letter to the
Wisconsin DNR, U. S. Fish and
Wildlife Service - Necedah, The
Nature Conservancy affected County
Boards and others to encourage a
coordinated effort in central
Wisconsin. Dick Thiel will draft a



Annual Meeting continued

By-laws Change

Also associated with central
Wisconsin, we approved a change in
the Purpose Statement to include
sedge meadows and bogs as important
habitats which should be included in
our concerns.

-STCP. Membership

The Society Tympanechus cupido
pinnatus (Prairie Chicken Society)
is conducting a membership drive.

We discussed how we could help them,
either through sending them our
membership lists or through a blurb
in our newsletter. Dave Evenson
will explore with them what would be
most useful.

We closed with a good prairie grouse
video, and a door prize, drawing, in
which almost everyone got something.

Wisconsin Sharp-tailed Grouse Society
P.0. Box 1115
Cumberland, WI 54829

MOSINEE PAPER LANDS AND
SHARPTAIL

Neil Niemuth is doing research
toward a doctorate on the pine
barrens of northwest Wisconsin. In
his research travels he found a good
population of sharptails on
industrial forest lands owned by
Mosinee Paper Company. Neal
received tentative permission from
the forest manager to put up a WSGS
sign acknowledging this wvalue on
land that some might consider just
brush. Do we have any sign painters
out there? We will be visiting this
area for next spring’s annual
meeting.




