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SPRING SHARPTAIL COUNTS UP
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The 1995 dancing ground survey
indicated substantial increases in
sharptail numbers on all of the 7
managed sites in northwestern
Wisconsin (Table 1). Although numbers
on several sites remain below recent
cyclic highs, counts on both Namekagon
Barrens and Moquah Barrens were
higher than any recorded during the past
2-3 decades. Besides setting a new
population benchmark, the count of 44
dancing males on Namekagon Barrens
allayed concern of the property manager
about the high harvest level sustained
during the previous hunting season.

In contrast to the general increase seen
in sharptail numbers in the north, little
change was observed in the counts of

dancing males on the 2 properties being
managed to benefit sharptails in central

Wisconsin (Table 1). Causes for
apparent regional differences in
sharptail population trends are unclear,
butcentral Wisconsin prairie chicken
counts also evidenced little change
between 1994 and 199S.

Although Wisconsin’s sharptail habitat
base continues to shrink in the face in
successional changes, our recent
population trends appear more favorable
than those of our neighbors. Bill Berg
(MN DNR) reported that sharptails
dropped 11% and 4% in their northwest
and east-central ranges, respectively,
between 1994 and 1995 while John
Urbain (MI DNR) reported that
sharptails were down this spring within
their primary range in the eastern Upper
Peninsula.



















