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NAMEKAGON BARRENS BREAKTHROUGH

The DNR and Burnett County have been WSGS members, as well as allies listed

negotiating towards an agreement to secure
the Namekagon Barrens for over a year.

The area involved is owned by Burnett
County and has been leased and managed by
the DNR for 36 years. The DNR has made a
purchase offer and various lease offers.
At the most recent Burnett County Forestry
Committee a compromise lease was agreed
to. We hope that this lease will be
approved by the full Burnett County Board.

elsewhere in this newsletter, worked hard
to encourage this action and should be
proud of their efforts. Members testified
for the Natural Resource Board and the
Burnett County Board and dozens of letters
and phone calls were sent. Certainly the
plight of the barrens community statewide
has been raised to a new consciousness
level. We need to keep up the educational
efforts on this and other areas.




FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK

Hope you all enjoy reading our great
newsletter, which is only going to
get better with age! I am very
proud of our new organization and
the enthusiastic people from all
over the state, who are the driving
force in our goals and ideals.

One of my favorite people in history
is Benjamin Franklin, who is well
known for some of his quotes. The
one I like best is "Many hands makes
light work".

I guess this philosophy is the real
secret behind any successful
endeavor. As in our club, if
everybody does just a little, we
will be successful. That could be
getting one new member a year,
coming to the annual meeting, or
making a phone call, writing a
letter when a hot issue is on the
burner.

How about some "Letters to the
Editor"? Healthy criticism is good,
and this is your newsletter for you.

Those of you who didn't get to the
August board meetings at Crex
Meadows, missed out on some great
BBQ chicken and a field trip around
Crex Meadows.

If you missed the October board
meeting, you missed out on some of
Dave Evenson’s home cooking, and a
good camaraderie at the cabin.

In the future our board meetings and
annual membership meeting in April
will have a mix of the serious and
the fun.

Hope to see you there,

Tom "Ziggy" Ziegeweid

PURPOSE

"The purpose of the Wisconsin
Sharptailed Grouse Society shall be
the preservation and enhancement of
the barrens type of prairie habitat
of which the sharptailed grouse is a
key indicator species."

GOALS

Ly Publicize the sharptail'’s
plight

2% Educate the public and
resource professionals about
sharptails

B Encourage management of
sharptail habitat

4. Promote both hunting and non-
hunting recreational use of
sharptails

e Influence both state and local

decisions that will benefit
sharptails and other barrens
species

Treasurer’s Report
Balance Brought

Forward
8/15/91 $844.35
Income
Dues $ 890.00
Donations $ 250.00
$1140.00
Expenses

Printing $ 93.00

Stamps $ 116.00
$ 211.00

Balance as of 3/1/92
$1773.35

WSGS SPRING MEETING

After last year's freak snow storm
on our meeting date we'’ll try to
schedule a better date. This year’s
spring general membership meeting
will be April 24th and 25th at Crex
Meadows near Grantsburg. Crex is a
great place to visit any time of the
year but April is one of the best
times. There should be a lot of
sharptails as well as migrating
waterfowl and other native species.

On Friday evening we'’ll check in for
our evening get together. We'll
take up a collection for
refreshments. If you wish to bring
a stick of sausage or a hunk of
cheese or another delicacy I'm sure
it would be welcome. We had some
great offerings last year. We'll
also get organized for the morning
surveys.

The Crex dancing ground blinds have
been reserved for us for Saturday
and Sunday early mornings. There is
also the potential to see dancing
sharptails on foot or from your car.
After breakfast and warming up we'll
go back out on Crex again to field
tour with Jim Hoefler, the Crex
Interpretive Biologist. After a
noon meal we will have our meeting.
We have invited Minnesota SGS to

join us and we hope to have a report‘

from their organization. We would
also expect a report on the status
of the Moquah transplant and we will
have our business meeting.
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Saturday afternoon is the end of the
formal meeting. You may wish to
explore Crex or Fish Lake W.A. or
the Namekagon Barrens on your own on
Saturday evening and Sunday morning.

The DNR Prairie Grouse Committee
will be meeting on Friday, April
24th at Crex preceding our meeting.
This meeting will be open to the
public so if you come early you may
witShEEORE SRt it

You have several choices for
housing. The Youth Camp bunkhouses
at Crex will be open. These are
heated, bare bones accommodations.
Bring your sleeping bag if you plan
to go this route. The local motel
is the Wood River Inn just west of
Grantsburg on Highway 70. This is a
modern motel with large rooms with
adjoining restaurant and indoor pool
($3.00 charge per person). We have
spoken for a block of rooms there.
If you intend to go to the motel
please make your own reservations as
soon as possible and tell them that
this is in conjunction with the
WSGS. Their number is 715-463-2541
and their rates are 44.26 per
double.

Spring Dance at Cre By Louis Raymer



SHARPTAIL VIEWING SITES

Every spring the sharptails return
to traditional dancing grounds for
their mating activities. Many of
these grounds have long histories of
use, while others may be more
transient. Wildlife managers and
others try to monitor these dancing
grounds to keep a handle on
populations. Some of these areas
have blinds set up for the public to
view this fascinating display.

If you do go sharptail watching,
plan to be in the blind before
daybreak and stay until the birds
leave, often three or four hours
latex . DeEss warnly; iit's - alirtle
less active than ice fishing and
about as cold! Bring your camera,
tripod if you wish, and binoculars.
Medium length telephotos are usually
pretty good. Bring a notebook and
pencil so you can keep notes that
will be useful to the biologists.

Area County
Namekagon Barrens Burnett
Crex Meadows Burnett
Kimberly Clark Ersitce
Riley Lake Price
Pershing Taylor
Wood County Wood

Price, Sawyer, Rusk, Taylor - Cliff

The sharptails are active from late
March to early May. Some of the
more popular sites have a lot of
interest and reservation systems.
In any event, you should call the
manager and find out the local
scene. The manager may be able to
steer you to a better spot.

If you're really interested in this
sport there are always dancing
grounds that are not the sure thing,
but were active in the past and may
be active again. Biologists run out
of time to check all their
territory. The Michigan Sharp-
tailed Grouse Association has taken
on this searching out of uncertain
or unknown dancing grounds as a
project. It would be good if WSGS
could do the same. Again, ask the
local manager if you are interested.
Wisconsin has a lot of territory in
Bayfield, Ashland, Price, Wood, and
Jackson Counties among others that
should be searched out.

Manager: Phone (715) Blinds
Pat Savage 635-4091 Yes
Jim Hoefler 463-2896 Yes
Gl EEESESitEa 762-3204
Norm Weiland 762-2461
Frank Vanacek 5317 = 31954l Yes
Mike Zeckmeister 884-2437 Yes
Extensive Searching

Wiita 762-3204

372-4866

Douglas, Bayfield, Ashland, Iron - Fred Strand

Wood, Jackson - Mike Zeckmeister

884-2437
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FRIENDS AND ALLIES

The Sharp-tailed Grouse Society is
certainly not the only group in
Wisconsin that cares about prairie
grouse and their habitats. We have
a lot of friends, most of whom pre-
date us. We've gained a lot of
members from some of these groups.
While we certainly want to retain
your membership, you may want to
consider joining one or more of
these groups as well.

The grand daddy groups in prairie
grouse management are the Society of
Tympanuchus Cupido Pinnatus (STCP)
and the Dane County Conservation
League (DCCL). These groups started
in the mid 50’'s. Through purchase
of lands in central Wisconsin they
saved the prairie chicken as part of
Wisconsin'’s wildlife. They continue
to be active today in the management
of these central Wisconsin
grasslands and other projects.

The Wisconsin Society for
Ornithology (WSO) is a statewide
organization with interest in all
birds and their habitats. Grassland
birds are of concern to many people
within WSO as they continue to see
the loss of grassland habitats. WSO

publishes a quarterly report The
Passenger Pigeon of research studies
and bird observations throughout
Wisconsin.

Friends of Crex is just what it
sounds like. This organization is
made up of people who love Crex
Meadows and help out monetarily and
in person with management and
education efforts at Crex Meadows.
Since such a big part of the Crex
Meadows story is the upland brush
prairie habitat, we obviously have a
lot in common.

The Southwest Prairie Enthusiasts
(SWPE) is a group based in
southwestern Wisconsin but with
statewide interests in prairie
plants and prairie restoration.

The Nature Conservancy is a national
organization with a Wisconsin
Chapter. TINC buys and preserves
rare habitats. They are known for
being able to make deals happen
without a lot of red tape. They
also publish an excellent magazine
that goes to members.

ADDRESSES

Friends of Crex
Box 367
Grantsburg, WI 54840

SWPE

Gary Eldred (Pres.)
4192 Sleepy Hollow Road
Boscobel, WI 53805

TNC

Peter McKeever
(Director)

BSRNWES M E £l i, St Rm:
107

Madison, WI 53707

STCP

Bernard Westfahl (Pres.)
930 Elm Grove Road

Bilm: Groye!, s Wi 53127

DCCL

Don Hammes (Pres.)
Box 952

Madison, WI 53701

Wisconsin Society for
Ornithology

Sam Robbins

14 S. Roby Road
Madison, WI 53705



MEMBERSHIP NEWS

In this newsletter you will find a
list of charter members who signed
up in the first year of our
organization. Take a look through
it and you may find some names of
neighbors or friends that you didn’t
realize shared this common bond. 1In
the future we will keep you up to
date with new members. Thanks again
to Neil Niemuth for keeping track of
our membership and providing mailing
labels.

Most of our members are paid up on

their dues. If our records show you
not to be paid up you will find a D
on your mailing label. Dues are

$10.00 per year. Each newsletter is
mailed to various prospective
members. We would welcome your
membership also.

Wisconsin Sharp-tailed Grouse Society
P.0. Box 1115
Cumberland, WI 54829

SHARPTAIL PERMIT
REQUIRED

The DNR, as well as most sharptail
hunters, realize there are not many
sharptail hunters out there, and not
many birds taken. But how many is
that? This fall we will find out.
In order to hunt sharptails hunters
will have to get a report card
before hunting. If you are
successful you then will need to
mail in a report.

Report cards will certainly be
available from Madison DNR and
probably from many DNR District or
field stations especially in areas
where hunting takes place. Look for
news releases and ask when you buy
your small game license.




