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This series of maps, compiled by DNR 
researcher Larry Gregg in Research Report 

0 Number 141, depicts the extent of loss of 
range for sharptailed grouse. Sharptails 
are doing well in the places where they 
remain, but those places are becoming 
rare. Most of them are areas designated 
and managed specifically for sharptails. 
We need to protect and manage all 
existing range, and work towards recovery 
on former range. 

NEW BEGINNINGS AT MOQUAH 

At the northern end of the sand 
outwash plain that runs from Polk 
County to the Bayfield peninsula lies 
the Moquah Barrens. This area is a 
part of the Chequamegon National 
Forest administered out of the 
Washburn District. About 6,000 acres 
have been designated as barrens type, 
but through the years other 

priorities kept the area from being 
intensively managed. In 1975 it was 

estimated that 50 sharptails were 
using the area, but that number has 

dwindled to almost none today. 

In the past several years the CNF has 
aggressively moved to reclaim the 
area through increased timber sales 
and prescribed burning. In addition, 
areas of the forest adjacent to the 
barrens are being considered for 
complementary management. One unit 
of about 4 000 acres may be managed 
on a "big block" basis with clear 
cuts up to a square mile being the 

basic management unit. These clear 
cuts will provide sharptail habitat 
for the first decade or so after 

cutting, at which time another block 
may be ready. Another 5, 000 acres is 

being considered for a pine savannah 
unit which would consist of scattered 
large trees or groves, with mostly 
grassy vegetation between. 
Altogether up to 15,000 acres of the 
forest could be in hahitat conducive 
to sharptail grouse. 

Now the habitat is looking pretty 
good and getting better, but there 
are no birds within colonizing range. 
So the DNR, Great Lakes Indian Fish 
and Wildlife Commission (GLIFWC) and 
the Chequamegon National Forest are 
cooperating to reintroduce sharptails 
to Moquah. By the time you read this 
the birds will have been captured at 
Crex Meadows by GLIFWC personnel and 
released on Moquah. Up to 100 birds 
will be released over the next four 
years. With improving habitat we 

hope these birds can again make 

Moquah into a strong hold for 

sharptails in Wisconsin. 
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