WISCONSIN SHARP-TAILED GROUSE SOCIETY
NEWSLETTER

Number 83 Spring 2017
ATTEND THE 2017 ANNUAL MEETING

This is the final notice for the annual meeting of the Wisconsin Sharp-tailed Grouse
Society (WSGS) that will take place on Saturday and Sunday, April 22 and 23, 2017 at the
Heartwood Conference Center. The Heartwood Center is located on of the south side of STH
77 just west of the Chicog Town Hall and Fire Station, about 8 miles west of the village of
Minong. The sharp-tailed grouse management area featured at the meeting will be the
Namekagon Barrens Wildlife Area (NBWA), located nearby in the far northeast corner of
Burnett County.

The annual meeting will be from 1 to 4 p.m. in the Center’s Eagle Lodge Conference
Center’s Norway Pine Room adjacent to the Eagle Lake Lodge. Following the formal meeting,
there will be a cash-bar social from 5 to 6 p.m. in the Center’s bar and dinner will follow at 6
p.m. in the Center’s restaurant with those dining ordering from the menu.

A tour of the NBWA will take place early Sunday morning. Following the tour, we will
return to the Heartwood Center for breakfast, ending the 2017 Annual Meeting.

Lodge room rates are $99 plus 5% resort fee and $5.5% sales tax per room/night.
Cottage rates are $189/night plus fees and taxes. The ‘resort’ fee is a Washburn County
surcharge to promote tourism.

Those attending the annual meeting will have to make their own room reservations. Call
toll free at 800-577-4848 or call 715-466-6300, Fax 715-466-6306, email at
“heartwoodconferencecenter.com”. Their mailing address is N10884 Hoinville Rd., Trego, W1
54888. Ask for a free brochure describing the Center.
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FROM YOUR PRESIDENT
by Dave Evenson

Sharptail habitat here in Wisconsin, where the prairie meets the big woods, has always
required some sort of disturbance factor, usually fire, but insects, disease and wind storms are also
in the mix. Ever since wildlife managers have begun managing for low growth open barrens,
prescribed burning has been the main tool. Managers and foresters have recently gotten a lot better
at setting up large clearcuts, and using mechanical means of mowing and shredding on managed
properties. Still, there is a place for prescribed burning as a sharp-tailed grouse management tool.

The agencies in Wisconsin who do virtually 100 percent of the prescribed burning in
sharptail range are the US Forest Service, at Moquah and Riley Lake, and the Wisconsin DNR at
all the other named areas.

I received a questioning phone call in December from a former fellow DNR co-worker, a
forester, “Dave, 1s it true? They're realigning so that wildlife will not be doing burns? At the time I
didn't know, but it turned out that as best I know today, it is true, or at least partly true. DNR
Forestry will be the lead group regarding prescribed burning, and at least some wildlife personnel
will not be in the burning program any longer.

This concerns me. I know that DNR folk are inventive and adaptive, and probably will be
able to find some way to make it work. But the old system, where Forestry Fire Control folks and
Wildlife folks cooperated both ways- fighting wildfires side by side and conducting prescribed
burns side by side does not seem to me to be a broken system. Prescribed burning may be a high
priority for a sharptail wildlife manager, but will it be an equally high priority for his or her
forestry counterpart?

Within days of the announcement of this realignment, already troubling re prescribed
burning, a legislator suggested splitting the DNR further, putting Forestry under the Department of
Agriculture. Where do you think burning of plant matter and setting back succession would fit into
Department of Ag priorities? The “Split the DNR” idea has been around for decades among some
people and has never gained traction. After the initial announcement I have read nothing more
about it, and perhaps it might go away this time too. For the birds sake, I hope it does. WSGS will
continue to be vigilant regarding this issue.

Thank You,

Dave Evenson

THE WISCONSIN SHARP-TAILED GROUSE SOCIETY

The Wisconsin Sharp-tailed Grouse Society (WSGS) is a private, nonprofit conservation organization
dedicated to the preservation of the sharp-tailed grouse and its habitat in Wisconsin. Questions about
: the WSGS should be directed to the Wisconsin Sharp-tailed Grouse Society, 102 East Crex Avenue,
Grantsburg, WI 54840.
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BOOSTING MOQUAH BARRENS SHARPTAIL NUMBERS AGAIN
By Jim Evrard

It is surprising that sharp-tailed grouse still survive in Wisconsin and can be hunted in
limited numbers. In 1952, the Wisconsin Conservation Department (WCD) research team of
Frederick and Frances Hamerstrom and Oswald E. Mattson published the results of their study of
sharp-tailed grouse populations remaining in our state. The title of their report, Sharptails into the
Shadow (WCD Wisconsin Wildlife No. 1), stated that sharptails were still found in 28 counties in
the northern third of the state, but they were not optimistic about the bird’s future.

In the same year, a WCD administrator H.J.Y. Cramer wrote an October 17 memo to
department employees that stated the organization was working on a sharp-tailed grouse
management plan in response to the Hamerstrom publication. Cramer stated that only Bayfield,
Burnett, Douglas, Florence, Vilas and Marinette counties had good sharptail habitat remaining
despite the birds found in other counties.

In 1975, now-Department of Natural Resource s (DNR) wildlifer Phil Vanderschaegen
published DNR Research Report No. 95, Status of Sharptail in Wisconsin. A map in the report
showed sharptails were still found in 24 counties, but concluded that the sharptail’s future was in
farm-fringe habitat. Good numbers were in managed habitat, the Douglas County, Mead, Pershing,
Namekagon Barrens, Dike 17, and Crex Meadows wildlife areas. The birds have since disappeared
from the Mead and Dike 17 wildlife areas.

More than a decade later, DNR researcher Larry Gregg published DNR Research Report
No. 141, Recommendations for a Program of Sharptail Habitat Preservation in Wisconsin. Gregg
reported that viable sharptail populations still existed in about a dozen Wisconsin counties.

What does all this background material have to do with efforts to boost the Moquah Barrens
sharptail population? In 1990-92, sharp-tailed grouse were translocated to the Moquah Barrens
Wildlife Area in an effort to boost the native population that had precariously declined to only 3
males in the spring of 1990. The translocation results, Moquah Barrens Sharp-tailed Grouse
Translocation Summary, by Peter David and Norm Wieiland, was published in the Wisconsin
Grouse Symposium Proceedings held in Madison in February, 1994.

Eighty-two sharptails were captured in the early fall (27 in1990, 44 in1991, 11 in 1992) in
the Crex Meadows and Kimberly-Clark wildlife areas and released in the Moquah Barrens as soon
as possible after capture. The age and sex ratio of the sharptails released were 1.2 juveniles per
adult and 1.5 males per female. Twenty-three sharptails were fitted with radio transmitters before
they released, but only 1 radioed bird survived until spring. Of the 19 dead radioed sharptails that
were found, it was determined that 8 were killed by hawks and owls, 2 by mammals, and 9 were
unknown.

How did the released sharptails affect the following spring counts of displaying males (the
only reliable method to estimate sharptail populations)? Six displaying males were counted in the
spring of 1991, 9 males in the spring of 1992, and 6 in 1993. A similar low number of displaying
males were counted in the springs of 1993 (6) and 1994 (7).

However, beginning in 1995 the number of spring displaying males erupted (see graph). The
higher numbers continued for 10 years, ending in 2005 when the number of displaying males then
bounced between 3 and 7 for 12 years. In the spring of 2016 prior to the translocation of
Minnesota sharptails, only 2 males were counted! Without human intervention sharptails might
finally disappear from the Moquah Barrens.

(Continued on page 4)



What is different from the translocation efforts of 1990-92 and the present translocation
projects? The earlier effort involved capturing both juveniles and adults (mostly broods with
the accompanying adult female) in the fall in traps located in brood habitat. The present
project captured and released 29 adult sharptails (16 males and 13 females) on leks or dancing
grounds in the spring of 2016. Plans for the spring of 2017 included translocating more
females than males if possible.

The difference between translocating adults rather than juveniles and capturing and
translocating them in the spring rather than the fall, hopefully will allow more birds to live,
breed and nest than the earlier translocation project. Time will tell whether Moquah Barrens
sharptails pass into the shadow.
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SUPPORT THE WSGS - BUY A CAP

We still have a small supply of embroidered
tan or blaze orange caps for sale. The front of the
cap features a colorful dancing sharp-tailed grouse
under the black letters, WSGS. A strip of
camouflage cloth covers the lower half of the cap
and extends around the outside edge of the cap’s
bill. The size of the cap can be adjusted using a
sturdy Velcro closure.

The cost of the cap is $15 (shipping free) and
can be ordered by using the renewal form on the
back page of this newsletter.

Please indicate the color you desire.




WHERE IS YOUR MONEY BEING SPENT?
By Jim Evrard

The WSGS donated $1,000 in 2016 and another $1,000 early this year to the DNR for
sharptail habitat work in the Crex Meadows Wildlife Area. The grant was originally for the con-
struction of a firebreak through newly acquired Burnett County Forest land that would link north-
east Crex Meadows to the Kohler-Peet Barrens (KPB) in the Governor Knowles State Forest.

The KPB had originally been acquired by the old Game Management Bureau of the Wis-
consin Conservation Department using a 50-cent surcharge on deer hunting licenses to buy winter
deer yards. The KPB lies on the south edge of the vast Kohler-Peet Swamp along the St. Croix
River, a major deer yard in northwest Burnett County. The uplands in the KPB were managed for
sharp-tailed grouse and supports sharptails during high population periods on nearby Crex Mead-
OWS.

When the St. Croix River State Forest (later re-named the Governor Knowles State Forest)
was created in 1970, the now-Department of Natural Resources decided to give about 5,000 acres
of wildlife lands to the state forest, but with the understanding that the KPB uplands would con-
tinue to be managed for sharptails. Construction of the proposed firebreak would eventually pro-
vide a mile-wide sharptail habitat link between Crex Meadows and the KPB.

But before the firebreak construction could begin, a timber sale would salvage the mer-
chantable timber found in the 100-foot wide firebreak corridor. The sale is not yet completed so
Crex Meadows Manager Steve Hoffman decided the $2,000 donation could be used now to re-
move oak and aspen brush that was taking over prime sharptail habitat around the Crex Refuge.

An arrangement was made to borrow a “roller chopper” from the DNR’s Bureau of Forest-
ry at Tomahawk. The roller chopper consists of two connected huge steel drums that are pulled
behind a D5 bulldozer. The drums are fitted with sharp, cutting steel fins. The blade on the bull-
dozer knocks down the brush and when the roller chopper is pulled over the downed brush, the
machine’s sharp fins further crush and cut the woody vegetation, crushing it to the ground. Be-
sides killing the woody brush, it sets that stage for the area to be burned when the fuel dries in a
year or so, to kill any new woody sprouts.

This winter of little snow and frozen ground is ideal for the roller chopper. So far, the area
along the East Refuge Road between Dike No. 1 Flowage to Zalesky Pond has as been treated,
with plans to treat the area west of the West Refuge Road from the south to Cranberry Dike this
winter. About 160 acres has been “roller chopped” using the WSGS grant funds. This work
should benefit the sharptails that call the huge sedge marshes south of Reeds Lake and Rice Lake
and the Crex Refuge their home.




WSGS FINANCIAL STATEMENT
01/01/16 through 12/31/16

Checkbook Balance as of 01/01/16.........cccceeevvveeeneeennne.. $6,228
Certificate of Deposit as of 10/16/15.........cccocevvevveveennnnne. $2,643
Total cash assets as 0f 01/01/16......ccceceerrrrrreneeeeececcrsrseneeeececes $8.871
2016 INCOME:
Memberships........cccveieierierieieeieceeeeeee e $4,452
Cap, patch, decal, print sales...........cccceeeverveercieeenieeennen. $189
Annual MEeting..........cecvevvivviirieieeieieieieeee e $475
Art print raffle/auction..............ccoeeeveeiieiieiiceecieeeee $535
Certificate of Deposit interest (10/16).........ccceevevenrrnnnnes $18
USFS Moquah Barrens Partnership.............cc.c......... $32,408
TOtal INCOME......uueeeeeeeeerrreeeeecrssneeeccssaseeecsssnseecsssanseeesssnsssecsssnssassnss $38,077
2016 EXPENDITURES:
Grants--Namekagon Barrens WA — habitat............... $1,500
Crex Meadows WA — habitat..........cc.e......... $2,000
Coop. Moquah Barren Project..................... $32,408
TOtAl GrANLS....cccereeeeeeerrseeeecrssneeccssnseecssssnseecsssssasessssnsescsssnsssssssns $35,908
Dues — N. Am. Grouse Partnership...........ccccceeevrennennee. $35
Friends of Crex Meadows..........ccccveeeevveeeinneens $50
Friends of the Bird Sanctuary.............c.ccocuv....... $50
Friends of the Namekagon Barrens.................... $50
Wisconsin Wildlife Federation........................ $125
Total AllIance dUes........occvueeeeiiseisveicseissnncsensssiessessssnesesssssesssssnnes $310
Membership Services — Newsletters.........ccccceeeveeenennee. $581
Website maintenance................. $63
Office supplies.......ccevveeerrruennne $47
Recognition Plaques.................. $74
2016 annual meeting................ $403
Art Raffle(print)..........ccoc......... $115
Sales.....oooeviiriiiieieee $231
Total Membership Services $1,514
Non-profit report to Wis. Secretary State.......... $10
Raffle License.......cccvvvvereeieeienieieeieseeeie e $25
Total EXPenditures.......coceieeesicssercsncssesssssossssssassssssssassssssssssssses $37,767
Checkbook Balance as of 12/24/16.........cccooeveeeeoieeiiiiieieeeeieeeeeeeene $6,519
Certificate of Deposit as of 10/16/16.........cccoeeveeveneeniieieiieieeieeeenens $2,662
Total Cash AsSets as 0f 12/31/16...cccceeeecrrrrrrneeeeeccccssesenseeeeccccossnes $9,181
Liabilities:
2017 Pledge grant for Crex Meadows WA habitat..............ccceeenennnne. $1,000

Submitted by James O. Evrard, Secretary and Treasurer, 12/31/2016



COUNTING SHARPTAILS FROM THE AIR?
By Jim Evrard

I recently read an interesting article that appeared in the Minnesota Prairie Chicken Society
Newsletter and again in the newsletter of the Minnesota Sharp-tailed Grouse Society. The article,
“The Use of an Aerial Platform to Locate and Monitor Grouse Leks on Glacial Ridge NWR”, was
authored by Benjamin Walker, a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service wildlife biologist at the Glacial
Ridge and Rydell National Wildlife Refuges.

Walker flew over known prairie grouse leks at an altitude of 1,500 feet in a light plane
equipped with an infrared (heat seeking) camera that utilized new technology to accurately count
individual birds on the leks or dancing grounds. This new technology will allow accurate spring
counts of prairie chickens and sharp-tailed grouse over huge areas. Previously, finding the dis-
playing grouse in the extensive habitat the birds inhabit was like finding the proverbial “needle in
a haystack”. What I find exciting is that these thermal cameras might possibly be mounted on
drones in the future, decreasing the costs of the air census drastically.

However, I’ve heard a rumor that Governor Walker has decreed that drones will not be used
by State of Wisconsin personnel. I haven’t heard of his reasons for this decree, even if it is true,
except it might be tied to some paranoid right-wing concept that drones somehow threaten our
constitutional rights.

One problem with trying to count the number of displaying sharptails (upon which the
sharptail population size is estimated and the number of hunting permits is determined in Wiscon-
sin) is that the widely scattered birds inhabit huge areas of habitat (wild brushy barrens and exten-
sive sedge meadows and bogs) that have poor access for the people that attempt to census the
birds. Using camera-equipped planes or drones in methodic surveys would overcome this access
problem and provide a more realistic estimate of the numbers of sharptails existing in our state.

Sharp Tailed Grouse
Property of Praject Wwild

SEND IN YOUR BALLOTS AND DUES
By Jim Evrard

Just a friendly reminder to check your mailing label for your current membership sta-
tus (the dues expiration date on the first line of your address). If your dues have expired,
please renew them. Dues are the main source of income for the WSGS. Also send your
WSGS Board Election ballots found in the last newsletter (No. 82) to me. If you are plan-
ning to attend the annual meeting, you can pay your dues and submit your election ballot at
that time.

Thanks.



MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL

CHECK YOUR MAILING LABEL - The first line in your mailing label is the expiration date of
your membership. Renew your membership if it has expired or is about to expire. Dues are the
main source of income for our small all-volunteer organization.

Name: Would you like to volunteer for:

Street/PO Box Board of Directors

City: State: Newsletter articles

Zip: Other

Phone:

Email: Electronic Newsletter

Enclosed:

$ Dues (Regular - $20, Supporting - $30, Organization/Business - $25, Contributing - $50,
Sustaining - $100, Sponsor - $200)

$ WSGS Logo Decal ($1.50) (Dues are fully tax-deductible)

$ Four-color Cloth Patch ($3.50)

$ Tan or blaze orange Cap ($15 — indicate color choice)

$ King sharptail limited edition print ($60) (all prices include postage and handling)

Total Enclosed: $

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND RETURN THIS APPLICATION TO:
Wisconsin Sharp-tailed Grouse Society, 102 East Crex Avenue, Grantsburg, W1 54840
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