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2019 ANNUAL WSGS MEETING

The 2019 Annual WSGS Membership Meeting will take place on Saturday and Sunday, April 27 and
28, in Grantsburg. The meeting will take place in the Crex Meadows Wildlife Visitor and Education Center.
As in the past, there will be a WSGS Board Meeting at 10 a.m. Saturday morning followed by the business
meeting, complete with a special presentation at 1 p.m. in the afternoon. The drawing for the art raffle and
door prizes drawings will be take place following the business meeting.

Overnight accommodations are available at the Wood River Motel (715-463-3541) in Grantsburg and,
for the more hardy, in the Crex Youth Camp Facility where several small rustic cabins and two bunk houses
are available for a nominal fee. Other motels are available in nearby Siren. The Saturday group dinner
(featuring roasted beef and broasted chicken) will be catered at the Crex Center. A social hour including hors
d’oeuvres and beverages (including a new locally brewed beer flavored with Crex wild rice) will take place
prior to the dinner.

There will be an early Sunday morning auto tour of DNR efforts to restore sharptail habitat to bring
back the sharptail numbers that Crex had supported in the past. The abundance of wildlife, especially water-
fowl and related birds, will add much to the tour. Crex staff will lead the tour. Some of the habitat restoration
to be viewed has been funded with WSGS grants.

Coffee and rolls will be available prior to the tour in the Crex Mess Hall. Following the tour, the group
will meet at a local restaurant for a late breakfast prior to returning to their homes, ending the annual meeting.

A $15 per person registration fee will be charged to cover costs of the catered dinner and social on Sat-
urday and early Sunday morning coffee/rolls. A more formal breakfast will take place in a local restaurant fol-
lowing the Crex tour. Registration is needed for a head count for the catered dinner and social.

(detach and send with funds to the WSGS address prior to April 19th)

2019 WSGS Annual Meeting

Name(s):
Address: Street/Box
City

State — Zip Code

Amount enclosed $




FROM YOUR PRESIDENT
By Dave Evenson

Almost three decades ago, a group of a dozen sharptail enthusiasts gathered in a Holcomb motel meeting
room. We were there trying to make an organization where no organization existed. Among those present were
Eau Claire newspaper reporter Joe Knight and Tom and Julie Ziegeweid also of Eau Claire. In this initial
meeting, [ tried to run it as best I could, not without any formal structure. We got to the point where we thought
we should have some officers. Joe Knight said “I nominate Ziggy!” Tom, with a deer-in-the-headlights look,
followed by a look of some determination, said “Alright—I’ll do it.” And thus Tom became our first president.

WSGS is about five years younger than the Minnesota Sharp-tailed Grouse Society (MSGS). I usually
say we stole their mission, goals and objectives and bylaws, although I suppose adopted would be a more subtle
way of stating it. Anyway, in this effort, Tom was a helpful liaison, since he knew and hunted with the movers
and shakers in the MSGS already. Indeed, he has continued to be our best liaison with MSGS throughout his
tenure. Jim Shurts, bird hunter, dog fancier, and otherwise conservationist and good guy, who has to be an
attorney to pay for it all, stepped forward as vice president at that meeting, and volunteered to get us 501(¢c)(3)
status and we were underway;.

Ziggy has served on the board since that day, first as president and later as long term vice-president, and
keeper and sender of WSGS hats, stickers, etc. Most of you know him as the guy who raised a few thousand
dollars for the Prairie Grouse Technical Council by reading the crowd and bidding up auction items, then
dropping out just before his opponent made the last bid. The technique works if you’re willing to get caught a
time or two, which he did, so he made his direct contribution was well.

Above all, Ziggy added color to our little group. Everybody knew Ziggy and he knew everybody.
Ziggy anecdotes, both relating to the WSGS and not, would fill this newsletter a dozen times over.

Tom has decided not to run for the board of directors this term. I’m sure we’ll continue to see him here
and there, and wish his the best. Thank you Tom, for your long standing gift to the WSGS. Thank you, Julie,
for sharing him with us all these years.

Photo from the USFWS

THE WISCONSIN SHARP-TAILED GROUSE SOCIETY

The Wisconsin Sharp-tailed Grouse Society (WSGS) is a private, nonprofit conservation organization
dedicated to the preservation of the sharp-tailed grouse and its habitat in Wisconsin. Questions about
the WSGS should be directed to the Wisconsin Sharp-tailed Grouse Society, 102 East Crex Avenue,
Grantsburg, WI 54840.
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President: Dave Evenson
Vice President: Tom Ziegeweid
Secretary/Treasurer: Jim Evrard

Newsletter Editor: Jim Evrard Newsletter Compositor: Lauren Finch



ART PRINT RAFFLE

The WSGS will again conduct a raffle for three framed, limited edition, ready-to-hang-on-your-wall sharp-
tailed grouse art prints. Sharptail art is rare either as prints or as originals. The WSGS is offering three color-
ful prints by Owen Gromme, Buzz Balzer, and Louie Raymer.

The Dean of Wisconsin Wildlife Artists, the late
Owen Gromme’s print, “On the Rise” depicts two
flushing sharptails in aspen savannah habitat that
might be found in the Pershing Wildlife Area.

The Balzer print is reproduced on canvas that
looks like an original oil painting. It shows a
winter flock of sharptails feeding on white birch
buds on the edge of the Crex Meadows Refuge.

Another Wisconsin sharptail management area is
featured in Ruth Maslowski King’s print featuring a
sharptail dancing grounds in the Namekagon Barrens
Wildlife Area.

The raftle ticket is printed below. Those wishing to enter the raffle should place your name and address on the
ticket stubs, detach the stubs, and send with your contribution to:
WSGS, 102 East Crex Avenue, Grantsburg, WI 54840

WSGS 2017 ART RAFFLE TICKET
This raffle is being offered by the Wisconsin Sharp-tailed Grouse Society
102 E. Crex Ave.
Grantsburg, WI 54840
Wisconsin Raffle License R0016707A-11301

The drawing will be held at 4:00 P.M., April 22, 2017, at the annual meeting of the WSGS at the

Heartwood Conference Center, Wisconsin. Winners will be notified by mail or telephone. No prize has a val-
ue over $500. Suggested contribution is $10 for one ticket or $20 for three tickets. No contribution is neces-
sary to be eligible for participation.

(Keep this portion for your records)

(Detach here and send with your donation or mark ‘no donation’)

Name Name Name
Address Address Address
Phone Phone Phone




WSGS MEMBER NEWS

WSGS membership has been stable in recent years, totaling around 170 members. In addition, dues
income (our major source of income) has increased. Some of the increase is due to a Board decision reached
several years ago of increasing our basic membership dues from $10 to $20. In addition, there has been a no-
ticeable increase of some members increasing their membership levels

To recognize those generous individuals, the following members who have contributed more than
$100 since January, 2019 are as follows: Curtis Dhein, Jere Dhein, Steve Kmetz, Catherine Nelson, Ruth
and Jim Nissen, Jay O’Connell, Mowry Smith III, Michael Simon, and Lowell Tesky. Thank you for your
support, most of the donors listed are long-time WSGS members. The WSGS must be doing something right!

The WSGS used a DNR grant to support an area-wide spring 2018 sharptail census of the
Moquah Barrens by volunteers from Northland College in Ashland. Alexandra Lehner, a U.S. Forest Ser-
vice Technician based in Washburn coordinated the census. Funds from the DNR grant paid student mileage
and also acquired a blind for use in counting and observing displaying sharptails that use the major Moquah
dancing ground.

The WSGS Grant also paid for two FOXPRO callers that will be used by the DNR to census
sharptails in the Crex Meadows, Namekagon Barrens wildlife areas and other areas in northwestern
Wisconsin. Through the efforts of WSGS President Evenson, the U.S. Forest Service at Washburn sent the
FOXPRO callers to Grantsburg. The callers were presented to DNR’s Kyle Anderson, Glacial Lake Grantsburg
Work Unit Manager on February 22", The U.S. Forest Service and DNR biologists Todd Naas, Ashland and
Greg Kessler, Brule have their own callers that they use to stimulate silent sharptails into calling so they can be
counted.

SUPPORT THE WSGS — BUY NOTE CARDS

Artist and WSGS member Buzz Balzer graciously donated a beautiful original painting pf a sharp-tailed
grouse male in an alert pose with the suggestion that the WSGS could use it for fundraising purposes. The
WSGS Board chose to have the painting reproduced as a 5°x7” note card. It could also be framed to use as a
small art print. The cost of the card is $4 and the card comes complete with a wrapper and an envelope (see the
back page to order).




WSGS BOARD ELECTION

The terms of WSGS Board Members Dave Evenson, Bruce Moss and Tom Ziegeweid expired in
2018. Nominations were sought for three-year terms for the three positions in Newsletter No. 88. Evenson
and Moss indicated they would stand for reelection. “Ziggy” chose to ‘retire’ after a long ‘career’ with the
WSGS. Only one nomination (Robert ‘Bob’ Dumke) was received prior to the printing of this newsletter

Dave Evenson is a retired DNR wildlife biologist and our current president and is the “Father’ of the
WSG. Dave lives in Cumberland is an avid hunter and angler and the editor of a recent book, Right of the
Reel, a group of Gordon MacQuarrie articles that appeared in the Milwaukee Journal. Dave’s began his ca-
reer as a field biologist with his last position with the DNR was being the Northern Region’s wildlife staff
supervisor.

Bruce Moss is also a retired DNR wildlife biologist living in the Trego area. Bruce began his profes-
sional career buying and managing federal Waterfowl Production Areas in Polk and St. Croix counties in ad-
dition to his regular wildlife management activates. Bruce was instrumental in the creation of Friends of the
Namekagon Barrens Wildlife Area. Moss is an avid hunter (he wrote the lead article in last newsletter) and
also fishes with the same intensity.

Bob Dumke is also a retired DNR wildlife biologist who began his professional career with a pheas-
ant radio telemetry research project in southern Wisconsin and ended as a Special Assistant to the DNR Sec-
retary following being Chief of Wildlife Research for many years. Following retirement, Bob migrated north
to sharptail country and now lives in the Danbury area in the spring, summer and fall and winters in the
South.

(Are retired biologists the only WSGS members interested in serving as on the WSGS Board of Directors?)

(Detach here)

Ballot — WSGS Board (vote for three) Dave Evenson
Bruce Moss
Bob Dumke
Write-in

Bring to annual meeting or mail to: WSGS
102 E. Crex Ave.
Grantsburg, WI 54840

SUPPORT THE WSGS - BUY A CAP

We still have a small supply of embroidered tan
or blaze orange caps for sale. The front of the cap
features a colorful dancing sharp-tailed grouse under
the black letters, WSGS. A strip of camouflage cloth
covers the lower half of the cap and extends around
the outside edge of the cap’s bill. The size of the cap
can be adjusted using a sturdy Velcro closure.

The cost of the cap is $15 (shipping free) and can
be ordered by using the renewal form on the back
page of this newsletter.

Please indicate the color you desire.




WISCONSIN SHARP-TAILED GROUSE SOCIETY PROJECTS 2012-2014

Year Amount Recipient Project
2012 $2,000 Crex Meadows WA Barrens restoration
$2,000 Crex Meadows WA Land acquisition
$2,000 Namekagon Barrens WA Sharptail observation blinds
$35 North American Grouse Partnership Membership support
$60 Wisconsin Wildlife Federation Membership support
$55 Friends of Crex Meadows Membership support
$50 Friends of Bird Sanctuary Membership support
$30 Friends of Namekagon Barrens Membership support

Total: $6,230

2013  $5,000 Namekagon Barrens WA Land acquisition
$4,000 Riley Lake WA Habitat management
$1,000 Pershing WA Habitat management

$125 Wisconsin Wildlife Federation Membership support
$35 North American Grouse Partnership Membership support
$55 Friends of Crex Membership support
$50 Friends of Bird Sanctuary Membership support
$35 Friends of Namekagon Barrens Membership support

Total: $10,295

2014 $125 Wisconsin Wildlife Federation Membership support
$35 North American Grouse Partnership Membership support
$55 Friends of Crex Membership support
$50 Friends of Bird Sanctuary Membership support
$30 Friends of Namekagon Barrens Membership support

Total: $295

The WSGS website, “wisharptails.org”, has recently been updated, and describes our goals and objec-
tives, projects, members of our board, membership and contact information, and electronic copies of re-
cent newsletters.



WSGS FINANCIAL STATEMENT
01/01/18 through 12/31/18

Checkbook Balance as of O1/01/18. .. ..ot $2,627.00
(Corrected-$1,000 subtraction error made on 10/11/16)
Certificate of Deposit as 0f 10/16/17. ... ..o e, $2,690.00
Total cash assets as of 01/01/18. ... uuuueeiiiiiiineeereeeerreneeeeececcannnnees $5,317.00
2018 INCOME:
A S 00 11 ] 111 oL PRSPPI $2,730.00
Cap, patch, decal, print, greeting cards sales.............ccoeiiiiiiiiiiii i $314.50
Art print raffle/auction. . ... .. ..ot $460.00
Certificate of Deposit interest (10/17)......eiuiiniirii e e $62.21
1Y (55810 & . 1 PP $60.00
|10 15T ) 1 F $230.00
USFS Moquah Barrens Partnership..............oooiiiiiiiiiiiiii e $36,783.17
DNR Citizen Monitoring Grant...............c.oooouiiririi oot $1,466.86
TOtal INCOIMC. .eeeeiiiiineeeeeeeirrreneeeeeeeesensssescccccsssssssscccccossssssnsces $42,107.30
2018 EXPENDITURES:
Grants--Coop. Moquah Barrens Project............cooooiiiiiiiiii e, $36,783.17
DNR Citizen Monitoring — Moquah Project.............c.oooiiiiiiiiiiiii e $1,468.89
Donation of 28 Balzer STG Cards to MN Landowners
in Moquah Barrens STG Project (10/09)........ooiiiiiiii e, $60.20
Grant for Crex Meadows WA habitat project............cooeviiuiiiiiiinniiiicinneene, $750.00
Total Grants.....cciiiieeeeeiiiieiiienneetieeessensssssccssssssssssccsssssssssssconns $39,062.26
Dues — North American Grouse Partnership..............oooiiiii i, $35.00
Friends of Crex Meadows. ... ...o.uiiuiiiii i $55.00
Friends of the Bird Sanctuary............cooiiiiiiii i $50.00
Friends of the Namekagon Barrens..............oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie $50.00
Wisconsin Wildlife Federation. ... $125.00
Total AllIance dues....ccceveiiiiiiieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiiieteiercineceenrcinscnnns $315.00
Membership Services — NeWSIEHETS.......ovuiititiii i $1,032.90
Website MaINteNnance. . .......ovueeeiieiiteit e eeeaeaaeaes $62.64
Office SUPPIICS. .o ueieeee et e $55.46
Recognition Plaques............ocvuiiiiiiiiiiiiiii $73.74
Art Print Raffle..........oooooii $37.03
2018 annual Meeting...........c.oeiviiiiiniiiiiiii e, $120.00
Total Membership Services................ooooiiiiiiiiiiiii e, $1,381.77
Non-profit report to Wis. Secretary State..........c.oovuiiiiiiiiiii i, $10.00
L i S 5 7<) 0 $25.00
Total EXpenditures.....cccoveeiiiniiiiiiiniiiniiiieieinicneisssscsnssssssssnssons $40,794.03
Checkbook Balance as of 12/31/18. ... e $3,818.91



MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL

CHECK YOUR MAILING LABEL

Name: Would you like to volunteer for:

Street/PO Box Board of Directors

City: State: Newsletter articles

Zip: Other

Phone:

Members wishing to receive their newsletters electronically should check the appropriate line below when renewing

memberships.

Email: Electronic Newsletter

Enclosed:

$ Dues (Regular - $20, Supporting - $30, Organization/Business - $25, Contributing - $50,
Sustaining - $100, Sponsor - $200)

$ WSGS Logo Decal ($1.50) (Dues are fully tax-deductible)

$ Four-color Cloth Patch ($3.50)

$ Tan or blaze orange Cap ($15 — indicate color choice)

$ Raymer sharptail limited edition print ($60)

$ Balzer 5” x 7” sharptail note card, wrapper and envelope ($4)

(all prices include postage and handling)
Total Enclosed: $

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND RETURN THIS APPLICATION TO:
Wisconsin Sharp-tailed Grouse Society, 102 East Crex Avenue, Grantsburg, WI 54840
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