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COME TO THE 2014 ANNUAL MEETING
by Jim Evrard

The Wisconsin Sharp-tailed Grouse Society (WSGS) will hold its annual get-together in Solon Springs
on Saturday and Sunday, April 26 and 27, 2014.

The meeting will be held in the historic field trial building in the Douglas County Wildlife Area
southwest of Solon Springs. The restored log field trial building has been the site of many dog field trials of
national importance. The building lies just north of County Highway M, a few miles west of Highway 53.
Join us before a crackling fire in the field stone fireplace.

A block of rooms has been reserved at the St. Croix Inn (715-378-4444). Please make your own room
reservations.

The annual meeting will begin at 1 p.m. Saturday, with the business meeting first, followed by a
program featuring the new Northwest Sands Management Plan. At the end of the program, drawings for
door prizes and the annual art print raffle (WSGS’s biggest annual fund raising event) will take place. Share
the camaraderie at the social hour that will precede a catered dinner in the field trial building. Refreshments
at the social hour are included in the meeting fee.

Those interested in a tour of the new 20,000-acre state conservation and access easement of industrial
forest land and the Germann Lake fire area south of Brule River State Forest will gather at the St. Croix Inn
at 6 a.m. Sunday morning for a vehicle caravan tour of the sites. A group breakfast is scheduled after the
tour, at 9 a.m., in an area restaurant. Breakfast costs will be the responsibility of those participating. The
meeting will officially end following breakfast. '

The fee for the annual meeting is $15 per person to cover the cost of the social hour and the catered
dinner. Please send the fee by April 21 to Jim Evrard at the WSGS address so the caterer can have an
accurate head count for dinner.
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FROM YOUR PRESIDENT

by Dave Evenson

It’s good to have friends. And it’s good to have organized friends. I was reminded of this recently at
a joint meeting of three of our related friends groups. As I've written before, WSGS itself is the result of
my looking for friends — organized friends — back when the DNR was negotiating a lease of the
Namekagon Barrens. 2013 saw three special meetings with some of our friends.

Our mentor, the Minnesota Sharp-tailed Grouse Society, always has a Spring Fling in April, and this
year was the first time that they crossed the border and joined the WSGS at Crex for our joint annual
meeting. The St. Croix River Valley became a focus instead of a divide, and we discussed the effects of
the 2011 Windstorm that affected both sides of the St. Croix River. As we field-tripped to a large
windstorm-induced clearcut, we looked across the valley and realized how close the next barrens in
Minnesota’s St. Croix River State Forest was.

In October I was able to travel to the largest and oldest Prairie Grouse gathering, the 30th Prairie
Grouse Technical Council in Crookston, Minnesota. Every three years professional grouse researchers
and managers gather to present and discuss papers about recent victories or worries. We research most
the critters that are in the worst trouble and this year there was a lot of research on lesser prairie chickens,
which are on the cusp of federal endangered species listing. These birds have their last toehold in western
Kansas, Oklahoma, and into New Mexico. Western Minnesota, as host, had some of the best news, with a
major effort at land preservation on the Glacial Ridge with Minnesota, USFWS, and The Nature
Conservancy, as well as other non-profits preserving a major prairie and pothole landscape that stretches
for tens of miles.

December 14 saw a gathering of Friends of the Namekagon Barrens, Friends of the Bird Sanctuary
(Douglas County Wildlife Area) and Friends of Crex. WSGS shares enough board members with these
groups that we were well represented as well. These groups shared their goals and plans and looked for
ways to cooperate in the future.

It’s good to have friends. In every land trade, land purchase, and appeal to the Natural Resources
Board that the WSGS has been involved in during the past few years, we’ve had organized groups either
leading the way, or standing side by side with us. This is different from when we started 25+ years ago.
And it’s a great feeling. Welcome friends!

THE WISCONSIN SHARP-TAILED GROUSE SOCIETY
The Wisconsin Sharp-tailed Grouse Society (WSGS) is a private, nonprofit conservation organization dedicated to the
preservation of the sharp-tailed grouse and its habitat in Wisconsin. Questions about the ‘WSGS should be directed to
the Wisconsin Sharp-tailed Grouse Society, 102 East Crex Avenue, Grantsburg, WI 54840.

Board Members: Mike Cole Bruce Moss
Ed Frank John Probst
Paul Kooiker John Zatopa

WSGS OFFICERS
President: Dave Evenson
Vice President: Tom Ziegeweid

Secretary/Treasurer: Jim Evrard . .
Newsletter Editor: Jim Evrard

2013 PROJECTS
by Jim Evrard

You might wonder what the WSGS does with your membership dues and the other money made
from the annual art print raffle, special fund campaigns and other activities. The WSGS Board tries to
spend these limited funds on projects that directly benefit Wisconsin’s Sharp-tailed Grouse. I’ve
described our larger 2013 projects below.

In early 2013, the WSGS granted $4,000 to the U.S. Forest Service for sharptail habitat work in the
Riley Lake Wildlife Area (RLWA) located in the Chequamegon National Forest east of Fifield. Under
the supervision of Bio-technician Mike Bablick from Park Falls, the money was used to roller-chop
small trees and brush in the uplands surrounded the big bog surrounding Riley Lake. Roller chopping
involves a bulldozer pulling a huge, heavy, sharp-finned barrel over the vegetation, cutting and smashing
the vegetation to the ground, preparing the area for prescribed burning. Recent aggressive habitat work

has increased the size of open habitat and sharptails have responded, increasing the number of birds in
the RLWA.

Later in the year, the WSGS granted $1,000 to the Pershing Wildlife Area (PWA) for habitat work.
The money was used as a ‘partner’s’ donation for a much larger habitat project. DNR Biologist Mark
Schmidt from Ladysmith will use the money to open up newly acquired lands by removing trees and
brush, creating more sharptail habitat.

The final donation was $5,000 for another ‘partner’ contribution for a much larger project to acquire
nearly 1,500 acres of industrial forest to add to the Namekagon Barrens Wildlife Area (NBWA). Most
of our donation was realized through a special fundraising campaign since a $5,000 grant would have
depleted our ‘treasury’. DNR Biologist Nancy Chrystal stated the added acreage will increase the size of
the NBWA by approximately 25%, giving added security to the sharptails that happen to be the largest
managed population remaining in Wisconsin.

Since the beginning of our fundraising efforts in 1992, the WSGS has donated nearly $40,000 for
Wisconsin Sharp-tailed Grouse. This includes approximately $14,000 for habitat management of public
lands; $12,000 for state land acquisition; $6,000 for research; $4,000 for education; and $3,000
supporting other non-profit conservation organizations that provide support for our sharptails.

PLEASE RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP

Check the date on your mailing label and please renew your membership if it has expired or is
about to expire. The WSGS is a small organization and depends heavily upon membership
fees to continue the struggle for the sharp-tailed grouse and its habitat in Wisconsin. Our
membership fees are low compared to most conservation groups and support all-volunteer
members who serve as your board of directors and do the work of the society.




SUCCESSFUL LAND ACQUISITION FUND RAISING
by Jim Evrard

In previous newsletters, we described the opportunity to expand the Namekagon Barrens Wildlife Area
by contributing funds to buy 1,478 acres of private Lyme-St. Croix Forest land adjacent to the northeast
border of the Namekagon Barrens. Against the price tag of $1,060,000, the Conservation Fund secured a
half million dollars and the Wisconsin Stewardship Fund matched that amount. The balance of $60,000 was
needed to be raised by the end of 2013.

The WSGS pledged $5,000 for the acquisition fund and we initiated a campaign to raise that money for
the Namekagon Barrens expansion. Dave and Shirley Anne Evenson* initially donated $1,000 that was
subsequently transferred to the Friends of the Namekagon Barrens (FOTNB) to be used as a challenge grant
for their land acquisition fund. WSGS Board Member Bruce Moss* also planned to donate $1,000 to
FOTNB Conservation fund to be used as a second challenge grant.

A generous anonymous WSGS member made an offer of to match the first $1,000 of donations to the
WSGS Namekagon Barrens fund. There was a good response from our membership. Chet Anderson
donated $1,000! Including the challenge pledge, we have raised $4,345 at the end of 2013. That meant we
tapped our “treasury” for $655 to complete the WSGS $5,000 pledge. The $5,000 was sent to the
Conservation Fund in early December, ending our fund drive. The State of Wisconsin’s DNR took title to
the property in late December.

Contributors to the WSGS fund in addition to Anderson and the anonymous donor included Mowry

Smith IIT $300, Mike Cole* $250, Michael Stone $250, Tom “Ziggy’ Ziegeweid* $100, Jonathon Wilde

$100, Jim Evrard* $100, Barry Stanek $100, Dan Wilson $100, John Probst* $100, Fred Hennessy
$100, S.J. Kmetz $100, Jim Shurts $100, Gary Dunsmoore $100, Rodney Cole $60, Herb Behnke $50,
Al O’Leary $50, Paul Stoll $50, Ron Eckstein $50, Tim Connolly $50, David Ballman $30, James
Spaeth $25, Mike Vogl $25, Steve Hoffman $25, Larry Gregg $25, Alan Jabar $20, Michael Cramey
$20, Terry Retzlaff $15, Joseph Wiltjer $15, Richard Ayres $10, John Clemetson $10, David Sarow $10,
Bill Berg $5. Thank all of you for your generosity! Let us hope that our effort will help sharp-tailed
grouse remain a part of Wisconsin’s fauna.

*WSGS Board Members
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CALL FOR NOMINATIONS

The terms of WSGS Board Members Mike Cole, Jim Evrard and Ed Frank expire in
2014. Nominations are being sought for three-year terms for the three positions. Any
member interested in serving on the WSGS Board and any member wishing to nominate
fellow members to the Board, please write WSGS Secretary/Treasurer Jim Evrard or call at
715-463-2446 or email at grouse.7067@ gmail.com.

WISCONSIN SHARP-TAILED GROUSE SOCIETY FINANCIAL STATEMENT
01/01/13 through 12/31/13

Checkbook Balance as of 01/01/13. . . . . . . .$7,937
Certificate of Deposit as of 10/16/12. . . . . $2,591
Total cash assets as of 01/01/13. . . . . . . . $10,528
INCOME:
Memberships . .+« . . . . 83,813
Cap, patch, decal sales . . . .. .. .$295
Art print raffle/auction . . . . . . . . $795
Donations . . . . . $59
Namekagon Barrens Acqu131tlon Fund . . $4,345
Joint annual meeting (MN & WI) . . . . . $210
Certificate of Deposit interest . . . . . $18
Total Income . . . . &« « +v « « v« « o o « o « « . 89,535
EXPENDITURES:
Projects - Riley Lake WA Habitat . . . . . $4,000
Pershing WA Habitat . . . $1,000
Namekagon Barrens Acqulstltlon $5,000
Total Projects . . . . . .$10,000
Dues —-—---- N. Am. Grouse Partnership . . . . .$35
Friends of Crex Meadows . . . . . .$55
Friends of the Bird Sanctuary . . .$50
Friends of the Nam. Barrens . . . .$30
Wisconsin Wildlife Federation . . $125
Total Alliance dues . . . . . $295
Membership Services - Newsletters . . . . . $556
Website maintenance . . . . . . . .8§57
Office supplies . . . . . . . . . .$28
Recognition Plagques . . . . . . . $160
Internet services . . . . . . . . .$97
48 embroidered caps . . . . . . . $440
2014 Annual Meeting . . .« o« o« . .825
Total Membershlp Services . $1,363
Joint annual meeting with MSGS . . . . . . . . . $1,504
Non-profit report to Wis. Sec. State. . . $10
Raffle License . . . . . . . . « « « . . .825
Total Expenditures . . . $13,197
Checkbook Balance as of 12/31/13 . . . . . . . . . . . $4,257
Certificate of Deposit as of 10/16/13 . . . . . . . . $2,609
Total Cash Assets as of 12/31/13 . . . . . . . . . § 6,866

Submitted by James O. Evrard, Sec./Treas., 12/31/13



MORE SHARPTAIL RESEARCH
by Jim Evrard

While reading a newsletter from the UW-Madison’s Department of Forest and Wildlife Ecology, I
noticed that a PhD wildlife ecology student, Michael Hardy, is going to begin research on sharptails in
Wisconsin. Hardy, holding BS and MS degrees from Humboldt State University in California, “will
focus on the distribution and population dynamics of sharp-tailed grouse and greater prairie chicken in
Wisconsin and possible impacts of various land management practices and projected climate change”.

I hope to report more detailed information on his research in future WSGS newsletters.

JODIE PROVOST ARTICLE
by Jim Evrard

Jodie Provost, Minnesota DNR Biologist, wrote an interesting summary of the 2013 joint meeting
between the Minnesota and the Wisconsin Sharp-tailed Grouse Societies held at the Crex Meadows
Wildlife Visitor and Education Center in Grantsburg last April. She wrote the article for the fall issue of
the Minnesota Sharp-tailed Grouse Society newsletter. If you would like to see the article and
accompanying photos, you may find it at our website, www.wisharptails.org.

ART RAFFLE
The WSGS is again offering an
- opportunity to win a framed, limited
vl s §\ i\\ - edition, signed art print in our annual
i “ o e oy SN - raffle. Our annual art raffle is one of
{ - our major fund raising projects. The
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s O\ ~ prints by Wisconsin artists Buzz

Balzer, Owen Gromme, Ruth King,

~ and Louie Raymer for the same

m\i\& - donations as previous years. The
VA - Balzer print is on canvas rather than

- paper. More information will be

presented in the next newsletter.

AFIELD WITH CHEF ZIGGY

Tom submitted the following recipe of Tim Lodermeir, owner of the “Great Float” ip Alma,
Wisconsin. The Great Float is located just below the lock and dam on the Mississippi River in Alma. It
is a commercial fishing operation that Tom enjoys several times a year.

Tom says “that people come from miles around to savor this incredible breakfast delight, this recipe
is a must for deer camp, or just a good Sunday brunch.”

The Mess
By Tim Lodermeir

1 medium potato (or 1 cup of frozen hashbrowns)
Ya cup diced sausage

Y4 cup diced bacon

Y4 cup diced ham

2 Tbsp chopped smoked fish (optional)

Y4 cup diced onion

Y cup diced bell peppers

1 Tbsp chopped hot peppers (optional)

3 large eggs

Pinch of seasoned salt

Pinch of fresh ground black pepper
Y% cup shredded cheddar cheese

Y% cup well-drained sauerkraut
Toast

Heat griddle medium-high heat. Add potato, sausage, bacon, ham, smoked fish and fry until
browned (5-6 minutes). Add onion and bell peppers, fry until cooked through (2-3 minutes) and place
on the side of the griddle.

Scramble eggs on griddle then add to potato mixture and stir to combine. Season with salt and
pepper. Place mixture on a plate and top with cheese. Heat sauerkraut on the griddle and place on top of
cheese. Serve with toast on the side.

WSGS WEBSITE

The WSGS website, “wisharptails.org”, describes our goals and objectives, projects, members of
our board, membership and contact information, and electronic copies of recent newsletters. Those
members wishing to receive their newsletters electronically should check the appropriate line on the
back page of the printed newsletter when renewing memberships or contact me at the WSGS address.




MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL

Please check the date on your address label and renew your membership
if it has expired or is about to expire. Dues are the main source of
income for our small all-volunteer organization.

Name: Would you like to volunteer for:

Street/PO Box L ____ Board of Directors

City: State: _ Newsletter articles

Zip: __ ___ Other

Phone:

Email: Electronic Newsletter

Enclosed: )

$ Dues (Regular - $10, Supporting - $25, Contributing - $50, $100 Sustaining, $200 Sponsor)
$ WSGS Logo Decal ($1.50) (Dues are fully tax-deductible)
$ Four-color Cloth Patch ($3.50)

$ Tan or blaze orange Cap ($15 — indicate color choice)

$ King sharptail limited edition print ($60) (all prices include postage and handling)

Total Enclosed: $

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AND RETURN THIS APPLICATION TO:

Wisconsin Sharp-tailed Grouse Society, 102 East Crex Avenue, Grantsburg, WI 54840
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